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Editor’s Desk 


Owing to the scarcity of paper and the inability of the publishers to secure it, the June issue of 
CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE was greatly delayed. This shortage of paper with greatly increased 
cost have made it advisable to combine July and August issues. 

Some of the larger magazines have been compelled to omit a number, and to raise the subscription 
price. 

We ask the sympathy and forbearance of our readers in the trials which all publishers of periodi- 
cals are meeting at the present time. Shortage of labor and shortage of paper, combined with ineffi- 


cient postal service for second-class matter, are conditions beyond our control, that time alone will 
remedy. 


Unsatisfactory Post Office Service. 


Complaints cover not only great delay in second-class delivery but gross neglect and failure to 
deliver third-class matter. It was reported that a short time ago the New York Post Office had on 
hand 80,000 bags of undelivered mail which had to be placed in a warehouse until it could be for- 
warded. Warehouses were said to be maintained in numerous western terminals such as Omaha, 
Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, etc., for the storage of third-class mail. Delivery of local third-class 
mail was reported 22 days late. In one case where 1,600,000 pieces of third-class were mailed for 
delivery throughout the country, beginning February 17, only 25 per cent. were reported delivered 
over two months later. 


The National Publishers Association is conducting a country-wide investigation in this matter. 


Madison gives Warm Welcome to National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher 
Associations. 


Madison, Wisconsin, proved an ideal city for the twenty-fourth annual Child-Welfare Conference 
of National Congress Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations. The great university gave of its 
best to the Congress. Prof. M. V. O’Shea, chairman of the local committee of arrangements, with 
his able subcommittees left nothing undone for the comfort of the visitors. 

President Birge and the entire faculty received the delegates at the lawn party given on the 
shore of the lake at the hospitable home of Prof. and Mrs. O’Shea. 

Prof. Grant M. Hyde, chief of the school of journalism, Wisconsin University, was publicity 
chairman. The press of the city gave great prominence to the proceedings of the conference. 

Professor Hyde’s corps of advanced students were in constant attendance. Their reports showed 
sympathetic appreciation of the movement. 

To all who contributed to the success of this conference the Congress is grateful. 

The attendance represented all parts of the country, but except from near-by states no state 
had nearly its quota of delegates. This was largely due to H. C. L. and expense of travel. 

The University of Wisconsin was largely represented on the program. This was an education in 
itself, but the time was all too short for the conferences on promotion of the different phases of the 

ork, 

Previous to the Conference the National Board held meetings June 1-3, at Park Hotel. 
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June 3 was devoted to conferences of presidents of State branches and of Department Chairmen. 
Mrs. E. A. Watters, of Texas, presided at the president’s conference, representing a state which in 
one year had quadrupled its membership. 

Dr. Jenette Bolles presided at the conference of Department Chairmen. 

By the suggestion of Mrs. J. N. Porter, of Texas, a luncheon for past and present presidents 
of state branches was given at Park Hotel, June 3. 

Mrs. David O. Mears, first living president of a state branch (New York), presided. She had 
requested each president to give in ten sentences her message. 

Sixteen governors of states appointed delegates numbering fifty-five. These delegates were 
requested to report to the Governor, state superintendent of education and State Board of Health. 

Mrs. McAllister, Mrs. Watkins and Mrs. Drury Cooper were appointed a committee to compile 
typewritten reports for them, these reports to embody the proceedings of the conference. 

Mrs. F. W. McAllister covered herself with glory as Recording Secretary. Her minutes were 
completely written and ready for approval at the close of each session. Concise yet giving a touch 
from each speaker, they added greatly to the success of the meetings. It was a great disappointment 
that Mrs. McAllister felt it impossible to continue her valuable service as recording secretary. She 
has been working in the Congress since 1897 and is an important factor in Texas Congress. 

Mrs. Mears’ untiring service as corresponding secretary, much of it in the national office, has 
been most valuable—as has that of Mrs. Arthur C. Watkins, executive secretary, who reported that 
from May 1, 1919, to May I, 1920, over 123,000 pieces of literature had been sent out. 

Mrs. H. N. Rowell as treasurer reported that the Congress was entitled to 344 voting delegates 
according to membership paid up. 

Dr. Russell, chairman of revision committee, appointed in Kansas City, stated that the committee 
had by letter asked all members of the naticnal board for suggestions. About 220 replies were re- 
ceived. The committee recommends that only the most essential revisions of the by-laws be now 
considered and that a complete revision of the constitution and by-laws be not considered until the 
next convention. 

This was in compliance with the advice of the parliamentary authority of the Congress, the 
author of Robert’s Revised Rules of Order. 

On his earnest recommendation Mrs. William Anderson was invited to aid in preparation of 
constitution and by-laws. He has collaborated with her in preparation of his book. She had col- 
laborated with him in preparation of revised constitution and by-laws of Daughters of American 
Revolution, which is so complete that it provides for all emergencies and removes opportunity for 
differences. 

Mrs. Anderson generously accepted the invitation to aid the Congress in this work and will 
have General Robert’s assistance. 

The convention voted unanimously that the president appoint the committee on complete 
revision, as recommended. 

As the committee already appointed had all the data in their hands, the president appointed 
them to codperate with Gen. Robert and Mrs. Anderson in preparation of a constitution conforming 
with the charter and covering the present needs of the organization. 

It was recommended that each state embody in its Year Book a request for legacies to the Endow- 
ment Fund. 


New President for National Congress of Mothers Parent-Teacher Associations. 

The election of Mrs. Milton P. Higgins as President of National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations brings to the office one who is widely known to the members, and who is greatly 
loved. 

She has worked earnestly as president of a State Branch and as a national vice-president. 

The Congress is in excellent condition for her to assume the duties of her office. All the records 
and literature are in the national office, the organization is larger by many thousands than ever 
before, the recognition of its value is international, the treasury is in better condition then ever. 
The outlook is promising for theefuture. The most cordial codperation of old and new officers is 
assured. Teamwork is what counts. 

The objects of the Congress are so great that women who are enlisted in it seem to find nothing 
else quite so far-reaching or worth while. 

As Honorary President Mrs. Schoff will ever be at the service of the Congress, ready in every 
way to further its objects, and assist in its varied fields of work. Eighteen years as president and 
nearly six as vice-president under Mrs. Theodore W. Birney, one year as president of Pennsylvania 
Congress of Mothers is a record of service longer than is given to many. 

In those years the National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations has grown 
steadily. It has rallied to its service fine, earnest women and men. Those who began with the 
work at its inception have never left it. Their work has been one of love and faith in its great 
purpose. Self-seeking has been conspicuously absent. 
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With hundreds of thousands of new members the duty of holding before them the vital principles 


oi the organization devolves on those who know them well. 


The success of the Congress has been 


attained by faithful observance of the objects named in the Constitution. 

Organization of parents and teachers for study of childhood’s needs will do more than all else 
to bring to humanity higher levels of life and conduct. 

The hope of the world rests on what we do for the children of this generation. 


President’s Message 


By MRS. MILTON P. HIGGINS 


For the first time I am writing a message as 
National President to you who belong to this 
wonderful organization but I find as I think of 
you and recall the many delightful interviews 
and the warm welcome you have given to me in 
the various states I have visited as Vice-President 
that it is from you that I have gained the know- 
ledge and insight into your various problems 
and the thought is more strongly impressed 
upon my mind than ever before that this Na- 
tional Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher 
Associations depends upon you to achieve success. 
The personal influence which each local associa- 
tion has upon the surrounding community, the 
power of the state organization in ascertaining 
facts and applying remedies for defects, in 
convincing the state legislatures to pass laws 
favorable to the schools, and again the power 
that lies behind the concerted efforts of the 
national organization, is a proof that our work 
of co6peration in the home and the school, the 
school, the church and the community is of 
greatest importance. If we once really catch a 
vision of the great joy of sowing the seeds in 
the heart and life of children which will develop 
into true manhood and womanhood, if we find 
that we have enlightened a mother so that her 
home is running more smoothly, if a ray of hope 
may, because of our words, take the place of 
discouragement in the life of the father, if 
teachers and parents may be brought into unity 
of thought in regard to the treatment of the 
various children then our Congress is helping 
the nation. 

lt is of utmost importance in our work that 
we understand each other and that we all work 
together for the best good of these children. 
In order that we may, we are asking the chairmen 
of our departments and committees to be ready 
with suggestions and programs for your asso- 
ciations and they will always be glad to be con- 
sulted by letter or personaily. 

Now I am going to Europe to meet with the 


women’s organizations and it is my province 
as one of the ten delegates from the National 
Council of Women and as representing the 


National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
leacher Associations to tell them what we are 
trying to do for the children in America and 


how we are accomplishing the work. More 
important will it be for me to ascertain how they 
are solving the problems over there, and to 
bring back to you the methods which have 
proved successful in these various countries. 
We land at Naples and shall visit Rome, Flor- 
ence, Venice and Milan. Throug!: the tunnel 
at the Simplon Pass we will go into Switzerland 
and catch a glimpse of the wonderful mountains. 
Of course France and gay Paris will demand 
several days and then we shall travel through’ 
the sad war swept country where so many of 
our own brave boys laid down their lives to 
save our country and the world from slavery. 

Again we will move up through Belgium, the 
nation which inspired the whole world with its 
brave resistance. 

The International Quinquennial Convention 
is to be held in Christiania, Norway, from Sep- 
tember 8 to 16 and there will be representative 
women from nearly all the civilized nations. 
A wonderful gatherint and one that will be 
far reaching in its influence. The delegates 
are to be entertained in Chrisitania and will 
also have an opportunity to visit some of the 
famous fjords. 

A trip back to England and attendance at 
the meeting of the British National Council of 
Women which will give us still further infor- 
mation and then we start for our home land 
reaching New York, October 17. 

This will be after the schools have fairly 
started on their years’ work, just as the harvest 
crops are being gathered and in time for us all 
to rally to the work of the coming year which 
we hope will be a year of great advancement. 


2 


CONFERENCE OF ORGANIZATIONS 


The best things in life are ours when we care 
enough about them to plan and work to bring 
them to pass. When we find a subject upon 
which the leaders of competitive and even oppos- 
ing organizations will agree and when they 
promise to utilize the strength of their organiza- 
tion to aid in solving a problem affecting the 
welfare of the nation they will do it provided 
the thought and the promise has permeated 
through the surface and taken possession of 
their souls. 
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Representatives of 34 national organizations 
having to do with all phases of American life 
and with a membership aggregating several 
million attended the National Conference on 
Educational Campaigns held in Washington, 
D. C., on June 25 called by the Commissioner of 
Education, Dr. P. P. Claxton. This conference 
was the first step forward in the National Cam. 
paign for Education which was recommended by 
the National Citizens Conference on Education 
which was held in Washington May 19-21. 

All of these organizations pledged their codper- 
ation in promoting the campaign under the 
leadership of the Bureau of Education. 

The conference voted to go on record as 
favoring a platform with the following planks: 
1. The promotion of the entire system of edu- 

cation as a unit, including elementary, 
secondary and higher education. 

2. The promotion of a comprehensive plan of 
extension to meet the the needs (a) of 
working people who have left the schools 
with insufficient education; (6) of young 
persons who reach voting age each year; of 
women who will probably be enfranchised 
‘shortly: (c) of ex-service men, many of whom 
had their old plans broken up by the war; 
and (d) of homemakers, engaged in the 
most complicated and exacting of all 
callings. 

3. More liberal support of institutions for the 
professional preparation of teachers. 

4. The adoption of a policy of paying to teachers 
salaries equivalent to those paid to persons 
of similiar ability and preparation in other 
callings. 
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The following resolutions were adopted: 

“The representatives of 34 national orga - 
zations, meeting on June 25, 1920, in Washin-- 
ton, at the call of the United State Commissio: 
of Education, hereby subscribe to the followi 
statement: 

‘t. There is no question of greater inter: *( 
and concern to the people of a democracy th: 
the question of education. The achievemen s 
of our people throughout their history have 
been due in large measure to the ideals aid 
principles of the American educational systein. 

“2, Never have these ideals and principics 
been fully realized, and we find ourselves now 
in the midst of a national crisis. 

“3. We are convinced that there is urgent 
need for action along the following lines: 

“‘(a) The assurance of an adequate supply of 
properly prepared teachers, including greatly 
extended facilities for this preparation. 

““(b) Increased financial support for schools 
and educational agencies of all kinds. 

“‘(c) Readjustment of educational programs 
to meet the demands of the new era. 

“4. We recommend that the organization 
we represent codperate in all possible ways in 
the educational campaign authorized by the 
National Citizen’s Conference on Education, 
held in Washington May 19 to 21, which is now 
being conducted by the Bureau of Education, 
and we pledge ourselves to endeavor, at the 
earliest possible moment, to secure official 
action to that end by these organizations.” 

Let us pledge the loyalty of the Parent- 
Teacher Associations to join in raising the 
standards and the salaries of the teachers in all 
the states of the Union. 


Summary of Proceedings of Twenty-fourth Annual Child-Welfare 
Conference of the National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations 


By MRS. F. W. McALLISTER, Recording Secretary 


The Twenty-fourth Annual Child-Welfare 
Conference of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations convened in 
the Assembly Room of the Capitol in Madison, 
Wisconsin, June 3, 1920, at 8 p.m., the president, 
Mrs. Schoff, presiding. 

The invocation was given by Dr. Worcester. 

Musical numbers by students of the Music 
School of the University of Wisconsin delighted 
the audience. 

Greetings were extended by Governor E. L. 
Philipp; Professor M. V. O’Shea, University of 
Wisconsin; Mrs. George N. Tremper, President, 
Wisconsin Branch of the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations. 

The response to the welcome and greetings 
was made by Mrs. Schoff. 


An address by Mr. C. P. Cary, State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, Wisconsin, con- 
cluded the evening’s program. 


MORNING SESSION, JUNE 4 


The Convention was called to order by the 
president, Mrs. Schoff, and opened with prayer. 
The report of the credential committee was 
given. Standing rules for the Convention were 
adopted. 

Reports of National Officers were on the 
program for the morning. 

The president’s report aroused such insistent 
applause that she was impelled twice to take 
recognition of the appreciation { manifested. 
The report was enthusiastically adopted. 

Dr. Jessie Russell moved that the reports of 
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the national president, and of the ways and 
eans committee and budget committee be 
printed and be sent to each state president in 
sufficient number so each president of a local 
parent-teacher association might receive a copy 
before September 1, 1920. Motion carried. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, JUNE 4, 1920 


[he convention was called. to order at 1.45 
p.m., by the president. 

Invocation by Reverend Mr. Hunt. 

A recess was taken in order to give the Wis- 
consin Assembly opportunity for holding a brief 
session. 

At the conclusion of the business being con- 
sidered by the assembly, and whilst waiting for 
a necessary message from the Senate, the speaker 
of the Assembly expressed his pleasure over 
seeming to preside over such a large body of 
women, and stated his conviction that the exer- 
cise of the franchise should be neglected by no 
good American, whether man or woman, and 
that the day was not far distant when women 
would shape governmental affairs in legislative 
halls, 

Mrs. Schoff responded in a most delightfully 
pleasing manner, heartily thanking the Assembly 
for the use of the beautiful Assembly room. 

Excellent musical numbers followed. 

\s a special courtesy to the convention, the clerk 
of the Assembly explained the voting machine, 
the first of the kind ever installed anywhere, 
and gave the members the privilege of voting 
on motions of their own choosing. This unex- 
pected pleasure was enjoyed with zest. 

State reports were submitted and adopted 
from Mrs. Phelps, representative for the state 
president of Arizona, and Dr. Russell, president 
of California. 

Mr. E. A. Fitzpatrick, secretary of the Wis- 
consin State Board of Education, delivered an 
address on “A Fundamental Conception of 
Education.” 

The excellence of the address.was such that 
request came from Mrs. Lippincott that Mr. 
Fitzpatrick allow its publication in the CHILp- 
WELFARE MAGAZINE. In response to the hearty 
applause elicited by the request, Mr. Fitzpatrick 
gave his consent. 

Mrs. Edith E. Hoyt, of the extension division, 
University of Wisconsin, presented a most inter- 
esting and instructive address on ‘‘The Needs 
of Wisconsin’s Children.” 


EVENING SESSION, JUNE 4, 1920 


he convention was called to order by the 
prcsident at 8 p.m. 

invocation by Father Knox. 

\gain the members and friends of the Congress 
were delighted with excellent vocal and instru- 
mental solos and orchestral numbers by the 
StuJents of the University School of Music. 
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Addresses were as follows: 

Illustrated Lecture, “Health of Children— 
Malnutrition,”’ Mrs. Ira Comb Wood, director 
McCormick Memorial Fund, Chicago. 

Health Work of Parent-Teacher Associations in 
Missouri, Mrs. Walter McNabb Miller. 

The Work of the Federal Children’s Bureau, 
Dr. Dorothy Reed Mendenhall. 

Illustrated Address ‘‘School Children as Health 
Crusaders,” Mr. Arthur J. Strawson. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


MORNING SESSION, JUNE 5, 1920 


The following telegram from past United 

States President, William H. Taft, was read: 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

“Executive Committee Near East Relief 
earnestly direct attention of the women of Amer- 
ica to the unspeakable misery and suffering in 
the near East. One hundred thousand Christian 
Armenian women slaves in harems. Quarter 
million homeless orphan children must perish 
unless America feeds them. Thousands in 
Caucasus alone being kept alive with American 
supplies. The united organized support of the 
Mothers’ Congress and the Parent-Teacher 
Association is needed to sustain life and bring 
new hope to our Christian sisters in near East.” 

A resolution bearing upon this appeal was 
read and ordered referred to the resolution 
committee. 

Dr. Russell, chairman of the revision commit- 
tee, submitted amendments, which had been 
approved by the board of managers. 

Dr. Russell moved that the question of the 
revision of the Constitution and By-laws be 
recommitted to a committee to be appointed by 
the President and that this committee be 
instructed to report at the next annual conven- 
tion and that a copy of the amendments to be 
proposed by them be sent to all members of the 
board of managers at least thirty days before 
the Convention. Carried. 

The chair announced the following tellers: 
Mrs. S. P. Ryder, New York, Mrs. W. E. 
Greenwood, Pennsylvania, Mrs. Ella E. Porter, 
Texas, Mrs. W. F. Young, Illinois, and Mrs. 
W. R. Ramsey, Colorado. 

The Resolution Committee was announced 
as consisting of Mesdames Lippincott, Acher, 
and Miss Lombard. 

Professor M. V. O’Shea now conducted a 
round-table on the departmental work of the 
Congress. Professor O’Shea, as chairman of 
the department of education, opened the dis- 
cussion. The following suggestions were given 
for the activities of the Congress during the 
coming year: 


1. A survey of the living conditions of teachers 
in county, town, and city. 

2. School conditions affecting the health of 
children. 
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3. Courses for girls in high schools and colleges. 

4. Influences affecting the intellectual and moral 
life of beys and girls in secondary schools. 
These influences might be enumerated as 
the use of tobacco, movies, dance-halls, 
pool-halls, and other practices. 

Miss Lombard gave a very comprehensive 
report of the Home Education Division. 

Mrs. Bright, as chairman of the department of 
parent-teacher associations, reported the specific 
work accomplished for program material for 
parent-teacher associations. 

Mrs. Schoff stated that the codperative work 
on Thrift was being directed by her through 
district chairmen appointed in conformity with 
the Federal Reserve Districts. 

Reports of parent-teacher associations in 
churches and of the child-hygiene department 
were respectively reported by Mrs. Edward M. 
Barney and Mrs. S. H. Whitten. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, JUNE 5, 1920 
The program of the afternoon of June 5 was 
filled with a series of delightful events. A drive 
through the university grounds, followed by an 
excellent address by President Birge of the 
University delivered in Biology Hall, then a 
drive through beautiful Madison and finally a 
most pleasurable informal reception on the 

lawn of Professor and Mrs. M. V. O’Shea. 


EVENING SESSION, JUNE 5, 1920 

The convention was called to order at 8 p.m., 
by the president. 

The Rev. Mr. Bateman delivered the invo- 
cation. 

A community sing of 15 minutes under the 
leadership of Professor Dykema of the Wisconsin 
University proved most exhilarating. 

Mr. Richards delivered an address on Thrift, 
taking the place of Mr. C. E. Lewis, director of 
the Savings Division, United States Treasury. 

The evening’s program was concluded with a 
masterful address by United States Commissioner 
of Education, Mr. P. P. Claxton. 


SunDAY MorNnING, JUNE 6, 1920 


At the request of the president, Mrs. Schoff» 
members and delegates met in the parlor of the 
Park Hotel at 10 a.m. 

Mrs. Schoff stated that as thousands of miles 
would soon separate those assembled, she had 
indulged her desire of bringing each nearer to 
the other through a simple religious service. 

Mrs. Schoff read a few brief verses from the 
Bible, at the close of which the Lord’s Prayer 
was repeated in unison. 

Taking the verses read as her inspiration, 
Mrs. Schoff made a touching appeal for more 
religion in the home. She emphasized the value 
and ineffaceable influence of the blessing at the 
family table, of the early teaching and regularity 
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of prayer. She spoke of the spiritual growth and 
power that develop from daily scriptural reading, 
and with deep feeling, urged that members of 
the Mothers’ Congress awaken within their 
children a realization of God and of His love, 
So strong was the response to this appeal that 
stirring testimony was given by many of the 
beneficent influence that early spiritual training 
had had in their own lives as well as in the lives 
of their children. 

Several practical methods of securing a more 
deeply religious life, a finer life of the spirit, 
were suggested. 

When the hour and a half had ended, many 
were the expressions of gratitude to Mrs. Schoff 
for this unexpected, but inexpressibly precious 
inspiration of a period consecrated to the things 
of the spirit, and many were the promises to do 
her bidding, both through the individual home 
and through the homes reached by the Mothers’ 
Congress. Members anew pledged themselves 
to keep alive the spirit which gave birth to the 
Congress. 

All present felt that the tie of fellowship had 
been strengthened, that love for the work was 
the great alchemist, transmuting burdensome 
labor into joyful service for God’s children and 
for the Giver of all good. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 6, 1920 

The convention was called to order at 1:45 
p.m. 

Divine blessing was invoked by the Reverend 
Mr. Kimball. 

A rare treat was bestowed through musical 
numbers by the quartet of the Congregational 
Church under the direction of Professor E. B. 
Gordon. 

Professor M. A. Honline, of Dayton, Ohio, 
followed with a most eloquent and stimulating 
address on the Spiritual Neglect of Childhood. 

Upon motion of Mrs. Porter, Professor Hon- 
line was requested to publish his address in the 
CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE. The request was 
granted. 

The topic of Child Labor and Compulsory 
Education was very ably presented by Professor 
J. R. Commons, University of Wisconsin, con- 
sidered the leading authority in our country on 
the question of child-labor. 


EVENING SESSION, SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 1920 

The convention was called to order at 7:45 
p.m., Mrs. Langworthy presiding. 

Vocal numbers of the highest order were 
rendered with the excellency of trained artists 
by the choir of the Holy Redeemer Church, 
directed by Mr. Alexius Baas. 

This was followed by an address on “ Moral 
and Physical Health of Youth’’ by Major Stone, 
of the United States Public Health Service. 

Dr. Valeria Parker, educational director of 








7:45 
vere 
‘ists 
rch, 


oral 
one, 


of 


the American Society of Social Hygiene, followed 
with a short talk indicating the growing senti- 
ment for the maintenance of a single standard 
of morality, and ascribing the changed attitude to 
the scientifically accurate knowledge so largely 
given to the public. 

The last feature of the evening’s program was a 
very instructive, interesting illustrated lecture 
by Miss Martha Riley, director of social work, 
State Board of Health, Madison, Wisconsin. 
The subject of Miss Riley’s lecture was ‘‘The 
Beginning of Life’? and represented the educa- 
tional work on this subject being done in the 
elementary and high schools of Wisconsin and 
many other states. 


MORNING SESSION, JUNE 7, 1920 


The meeting was called to order at'9 a.m. by 
the President. 

Mrs. Rowell, Chairman of the Credential 
Committee, reported the registration of twelve 
additional voting delegates, making a total of 
104 entitled to vote. 

The delegates represent 40 members of the 
board of managers and 64 from 27 states. 

The chair stated that the next order of business 
was the report of the nominating committee, 
adding that she be not considered for any office. 
During the past three years, Mrs. Schoff stated, 
her aim had been to prepare the work for the 
leadership of another. In her opinion this aim 
had been accomplished, the Congress was more 
systematically organized, stronger in numbers 
and in revenue than at any previous time, and 
its direction should now be entrusted to another. 

Mrs. Hillis spoke with strong feeling, in words 
of sincerity, of the efficient, self-sacrificing, long- 
continued service rendered by the president 
and moved that Mrs. Schoff be made Honorary 
President. The motion was enthusiastically 
carried. 

Mrs. Schoff thanked the body, adding that 
she had been actuated in her work solely by a 
desire for service, that the presidency had been 
by her considered as one of opportunity for 
building up the organization and that honors 
had never been sought, nor had they been dwelt 
upon, when the exercise of her duties incidentally 
brought them. 

Mrs. Bright, chairman of the nominating 
committee, presented the following report: 

“By-law 7, Section 2, having been carried out 
by the nominating committee, the ticket pre- 
sented stands as the expression of opinion by the 
preferential vote. This means that in no in- 
stance was the vote of states and members 
ignored or superseded by the committee, except 
where the expression had dwindled to one, two 
or three votes. In such cases, the committee 
hlled the vacancy, taking geographical location 
into consideration as far as possible. All 
blanks which were filled out and returned and 
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all letters connected with nominations are on 
file in possession of the chairman and will be 
turned over to anyone selected for their custody. 
“The committee has endeavored to serve the 
organization without personal bias and with 
absolute fairness. 
“The report of the committee is embodied in 
the official ballot as follows: 
“For President: Mrs. Milton P. Higgins. 
“For Vice-Presidents: Mrs. David O. Mears, 
Mrs. Isaac Lea Hillis, Mrs. Fred Dick, Mrs. 
Henry Osgood Holland, Mrs. H. S. Farnsworth, 
Mrs. Eugene Crutcher, Mrs. J. C. Todd, Mrs. 
A. L. Hamilton, Mrs. M. P. Phelps, Mrs. H. 
S. Doster. 
“For Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. Geo. B. 
Chandler. 
“For Recording Secretary: Mrs. 
Garibaldi. 
“For Treasurer: Mrs. H. N. Rowell. 
“For Auditor: Mrs. C. H. Remington. 
“For Historian: Mrs. Giles Rafter. 
“Signed by 
“Mrs. ORVILLE T. BriGut, Chairman 
Mrs. FRED Dick, Colorado, 
Mrs. W. A. SALTFORD, New York, 
Mrs. MiLTon P. Hicocrns, Mass., 
Mrs. THompson, California”’ 


The balloting was concluded in fifteen minutes. 

As per order of convention the chair announced 
the following revision committee: Dr. Jessie A. 
Russell, Mesdames Eugene Crutcher, J. K. 
Codding, William T. Carter, Harry E. Park- 
hurst. 

Mrs. S. P. Ryder, chairman of the tellers, 
submitted the report of officers elected 1920 to 
1923. 

President: Mrs. Milton P. Higgins. 

Vice-Presidents: Mrs. David O. Mears, Mrs. 
Isaac Lea Hillis, Mrs. Fred Dick, Mrs. Henry 
Osgood Holland, Mrs. H. S. Farnsworth, Mrs. 
Eugene Crutcher, Mrs. J. C. Todd, Mrs. A. L. 
Hamilton, Mrs. M. P. Phelps, Mrs. H. S. 
Doster. 

Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. Geo. B. 
Chandler. 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. Joseph Garibaldi. 

Treasurer: Mrs. H. N. Rowell. 

Auditor: Mrs. C. H. Remington. + 

Historian: Mrs. Giles Scott Rafter. 

Signed by 

Mrs. EpitH P. Ryper (Mrs. A. M.), 
Mrs. ELLA CARUTHERS PORTER, 

Mrs. Laura P. Younc (Mrs. Ws. F.), 
Mrs. LAurA S. GREENWOOD, 

Mrs. W. R. RAMsEy. 

The report was adopted and all nominees 
were declared elected. 

Mrs. Remington, as President of ‘the New 
England Council, with words of commendation 
and affection presented the newly elected Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Higgins, with a beautiful floral 


Joseph 
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tribute, to which Mrs. Higgins made appropriate 
reply. P 


AFTERNOON SESSION, JUNE 7, 1920 


The convention was called to order at 1:50 
p.m. by the president. 

The Lord’s Prayer was repeated in unison. 

A community sing directed by Mr. Wilford 
Witts followed. 

Miss Lida E. Gardner, national organizer, 
next presented an unusually interesting address 
on “Problems of Rural Life.’ 

Reports of State Presidents were submitted 
and adopted. 

A message from Mr. C. J. Galpin from the 
United States Department of Agriculture on 
Some National Aspects of Child-Welfare in 
Rural Communities was read. Mr. Galpin 
suggested two definite activities for the National 
Congress of Mothers in behalf of the rural child. 

1. Ownership by the rural child, especially 
the child of the farm tenant, of a certain animal, 
which he cares for and a prospective crop, which 
he tends. These he shall own by actual contract 
or deed. 

2. Rural Child Socialization. Bringing to 
the rural child a recognition of his relationship 
to the community through participation in 
community recreation and community service. 

Greetings were conveyed from governors by 
the following delegates: Mrs. Kenaston, South 
Dakota; Mrs. D. Belser, Alabama; Mrs. J. A. 
Clement, Indiana; Mrs. Charles Axline, Ohio; 
Mrs. Frederic Schoff, Pennsylvania; Mrs. 
William Reed, Utah. 

The subject of Better Films was presented 
by Mrs. S. P. Woodard, of New York, president 
of the National Motion Picture League and 
chairman of the motion picture committee of 
the Congress. 

An animated discussion was participated in 
by a number of members. Much valuable 
information was imparted. 

Miss Hester Pollock, of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
federal chairman of thrift of the Seventh District 
conveyed a new presentation of thrift. Amongst 
other interesting facts, she mentioned that 
clothing was 187 per cent. and food 200 per cent. 
higher than two years ago and that American 
women control the spending of 93 per cent. of 
the money of our country. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 


EVENING SESSION, JUNE 7, 1920 

The convention was called to order at 7:45 
p.m., Mrs. W. F. Young presiding. 

Invocation by the Reverend Mr. Lumpkin. 

Unusually fine musical numbers were rendered 
by the Mozart Club, a male chorus under the 
direction of Mr. Alexius Baas. 

Mrs. Hillis, in words carrying her hearers on 
to the mountain heights of feeling and inspiration, 


presented Mrs. Schoff with a beautiful arm 
bouquet of eighteen crimson roses, each rose 
representing a year of Mrs. Schoff’s service, as 
president, a service like the color of the blossoms, 
bright with love and good deeds. 

Mrs. Schoff thanked Mrs. Hillis for her im- 
pressive tribute and the Congress for its renewed 
evidence of regard. In reply to Mrs. Hillis’s 
promise of a more enduring testimonial later, 
Mrs. Schoff said that though she genuinely 
appreciated this desire on the part of the mem- 
bers, there was a possession she valued more 
than jewels or gifts of silver and gold, a posses- 
sion that could not be purchased, and this was 
the love of the members. ‘‘ You are my jewels,” 
she said, “‘and as long as you radiate the spirit of 
the Congress and the right love for the children, 
you are giving me the greatest, the most desirable 
gift.” 

Professor Bird T. Baldwin, director of the 
Iowa Child-Welfare Research Station, University 
of Iowa, then delighted the audience with an 
address on “Helps to Parents by a Scientific 
Study of Normal Children.” 

A discussion followed, which conclusively 
proved the interest aroused and the value of 
Professor Baldwin’s original investigations and 
statements. 

A greeting and brief report were presented by 
Mrs. Courtice, of the Home and School Asso- 
ciations of the province of Ontario, Canada. 

The evening’s program was concluded with an 
illustrated lecture by Mrs. H. H. Morgan, 
director of the Bureau of Child-Welfare and 
Public Health Nursing, Madison. 


MoRNING SESSION, JUNE 8, 1920 
The convention was called to order at 9 a.m. 
by the President. 
The Lord’s Prayer was repeated in unison. 
The minutes of the three preceding sessions 
were read and approved. 


REPORT OF COG6PERATING COMMITTEE FOR 
BETTERMENT OF TEACHERS’ SALARIES 


The chair announced the joyful news that the 
Sheppard Maternity and Infancy Bill had been 
favorably reported out of the Committee. 

A greeting from Mrs. P. P. Claxton was read 
by the chair. Mrs. Claxton made just the one 
plea that the Congress keep alive its spirit of love 
and its spirit of helpfulness and guard against 
becoming just a great organization, whose sole 
aim is duty and not the spirit of joy to render 
service. - . 

Mrs. Porter moved that a message of love and 
sympathy be sent to Mrs. Claxton. Carried. 

The chair read a letter from Mrs. Julia Can- 
tacuzene Speransky, nee Grant, in which the 
codperation of the Congress was asked for the 
Non-Bolshevik Russians, either in contributions 
of money or clothing. 
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A letter was also read from Mrs. Wm. T. 
Carter, Chairman of National Headquarters. 
Mrs. Carter stated that she would reduce the 
mortgage of $7,000 held by her, by $1,000. 

The chair, at the request of Mrs. Carter, 
gave an explanation of the purchase, trusteeship, 
and mortgages resting upon National head- 
quarters, 

Mrs. Varney moved that a committee be 
appointed to place before the State branches a 
plan whereby they, as the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations, may 
eventually own the present National Head- 
quarters at Washington, D. C., if they so desire. 
Carried. 

Mrs. Bright moved that the motion just car- 
ried should in no sense be interpreted as intending 
to separate the State Branches from the National 
Congress. Carried. 

Mrs. Harry L. FLEMING, 
Illinois, 
Chairman 


ENDOWMENT Funp, Mrs. HIGGINs, Chairman 


Total amount now in the fund is $7,127.87 

Mrs. Jennie R. Nichols, of Tacoma, Washing- 
ton, Chairman of the Educational Department 
of the Washington Branch, presented a message 
and appeal from the American Humane Educa- 
tion Society. She urged humane education in 
the public schools in accordance with a definite 
course outlined by the above Society, and spoke 
eloquently of the effect that the early teaching 
of kindness to every living creature had upon 
character. 

Mrs. Henry O. Holland of New York, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Codperation with the 
Federal Children’s Bureau, presented her report. 

A message was read from Mr. Herbert Hoover, 
also a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
Josephus Daniels. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, JUNE 8, 1920 


Musical numbers were furnished by students in 
the School of Music of the Wisconsin University, 
who are preparing themselves for music super- 
visors. The selections were such as are adapted 
for kindergarten and primary pupils, their 
rendition giving great pleasure to the audience. 

Mr. Charles A. Powlison, Secretary National 
Child-Welfare Association, delivered an address 
on ‘Educational Helps in Promotion of Child- 
Welfare,” exhibiting effective, colored charts as 
invaluable aids in starting movements and work 
for the welfare of children. 

Mrs. J. F. Conant of Two Rivers, Wisconsin, 
gave an unusually clear insight into the work of 
the Camp Fire Girls’ organization in factories. 

Mrs. Burr W. Jones of Madison followed with 
a brief sketch of the history, aims, and the sym- 
bolism of the costume of the Camp Fire Girls’ 
organization. 
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Miss Robinson of Idaho solicited practical 
and for the suffering children of Austria and Mrs. 
Rafter stated that she had the addresses of 
thousands of Austrian boys and girls in need of 
immediate help through food and clothing. 
The chair commended the request to the kind 
consideration of the Congress and suggested 
that Mrs. Rafter distribute the addresses after 
adjournment. 

Dr. C. Ward Crampton, dean, Normal School 
of Physical Education, Battle Creek, Michigan, 
delivered an address on the “Importance of 
Physical Education and the Need for Making it 
a Regular Part of the Educational Curriculum 
of Each State.” 

Mr. W. H. Dudley, chief of bureau of visual 
instruction, University of Wisconsin, reporteg 
that forty-five leading universities are lendind 
thousands of reels free to schools and parent- 
teacher associations and urged their larger use. 

At the request of Mrs. Schoff, Mrs. Eugene 
Crutcher took the chair. 

Dr. Sanders moved that the Congress adopt 
the minimum standards for children in employ- 
ment, adopted by the Regional Conference on 
Child-Welfare held in Washington, D. C., in 
1919. The motion was adopted after the mini- 
mum standards had been read. 

Mrs. Lippincott, chairman of the Resolution 
Committee, presented the report of the commit- 
tee. 


RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED BY TWENTY-FOURTH 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL CON- 
GRESS OF MOTHERS AND PARENT- 
TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 


Declaration of Principles 


WHEREAS, the home is the basis of society, 
and no civic or social or physical betterment can 
be reached except through intelligent, purposeful 
effort to raise the standards of home life, of 
marriage and its duties, of fatherhood and of 
motherhood, and of citizenship, 

WHEREAS, the God-given function of parent- 
hood is the highest, most far-reaching duty of 
humanity, and the performance and sacredness 
of marriage is the foundation of society, 

WHEREAS, whatever tends to lower the belief 
in the high and holy functions of life is a grave 
menace to child and state, 

WHEREAS, homes are _ inefficient . because 
there is little in education to fit young people for 
wise homemakers, intelligent parents, broad- 
minded, public-spirited citizens, because there 
is not sufficient provision by which young parents 
may procure the knowledge that is vital for the 
protection of the life and the development of 
the mind and soul of the children committed to 
their care, because instinct does not make wise 
parents any more than it makes wise specialists 
in any branch of work, the National Congress of 
Mothers urges such provision as will give to 
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parents the knowledge which will do more than 
anything else to check the evils which menace 
society. 

WHEREAS, disarmament of large military and 
naval forces by every nation is an important 
step in prevention of war, 

WHEREAS, the demand of militarists for the 
largest army and navy this country ever had will 
create doubt of the sincerity of the United States 
in the efforts toward establishing harmony be- 
tween nations, 

WHEREAS, an insidious clause in the present 
military bill will make it possible to exercise 
the draft without sanction of the Congress of 
the United States, 

Be it resolved, that the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations places 
itself on record as opposed to compulsory mili- 
tary training and service, or any legislation 
taking away from the Congress of the United 
States the power to decide whether emergencies 
that arise demand drafting men for service. 

WHEREAS, the interests of women and children 
can be best promoted by coéperation of Women’s 
National Organizations, 

Be it resolved, that we endorse the creation of a 
joint committee on Federal legislation with 
headquarters in Washington, and that we have a 
representative on such a committee. 

WHEREAS, in order that women may retain 
their citizenship after marriage with foreigners, 

Be it resolved, that we recommend Federal 
legislation that shall preserve for them their 
citizenship. Adopted. 

WHEREAS, the draft revealed the fact that one 
third of the boys were physically unfit, 

Be it resolved, that we urge the passage of the 
Bill for Universal Physical Education as part of 
the school system, thereby giving equal oppor- 
tunity to girls and boys for physical development 
and making unnecessary the effort for compul- 
sory military training. 

WHEREAS, the motion picture, because of its 
far-reaching and powerful influence, possesses 
the power to do the greatest good or the greatest 
harm, and 

WHEREAS, the motion picture makes a direct 
appeal to children, and influences to an unbe- 
lievable extent the trend of mind, morals, and 
education of our children, 

Therefore be it resolved, that we give more 
thoughtful consideration to the kind of pictures 
which children shall see. 

WHEREAS, insufficient appropriation for school 
administration has caused the loss of thousands 
of teachers, thereby menacing the welfare of 
children, 

Therefore be it resolved, that we especially 
recommend to Parent-Teacher Associations that 
they use their influence for larger appropriations 
for education. Adopted. 

WHEREAS, the lack of comfortable and attrac- 
tive living accommodations has driven many 
teachers from their profession, 
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Be it resolved, that we recommend to Parent- 
Teacher Associations an investigation of the 
living conditions of the teachers in their vicinity 
with a view to their betterment. 

WHEREAS, children of many nations in Europe 
are suffering from the result of underfeeding, 

Be it resolved, that the women of this Congress 
extend their codperation in the work of saving 
the lives of the suffering children of Europe. 

AND WHEREAS, 150,000 children of Austria 
are suffering from tuberculosis and thousands 
of others from starvation, 

Be it resolved, that we recommend that all 
possible help be given the sufferers by this or- 
ganization. 

AND WHEREAS immediate and urgent relief 
has been asked for Armenian sufferers and for 
the release of Christian girls held in bondage in 
Turkish harems, and for stricken Russians, 
who are pouring out over their borders into 
other lands, who demand sympathy and aid, 

Be it resolved, that we extend all possible help 
to these sufferers. 

WHEREAS, boys and girls are assuming the 
duties of parenthood with insufficient knowledge 
of the spiritual and moral nature of the child, 

Be it resolved, that we declare ourselves in 
sympathy with and will offer our active support 
to any movement having for its object the intro- 
duction of courses for the study of child life in 
the upper grammar and high school grades, to 
be given by trained kindergartners codrdinately 
with or separate from home economics courses. 

WHEREAS, the exercise of thrift makes for 
moral strength and contentment, and waste 
and extravagance not only cause high prices 
but instability and deterioration, 

Be it resolved, that we give our unqualified 
endorsement to the establishment of Thrift 
instruction as a regular part of the curriculum of 
the schools of our country. 

Resolved, further, that we use all publicity 
methods within our power to educate public 
opinion in a realization of the need for Thrift’ 
Education. 

WHEREAS, present conditions make most im- 
portant the promotion of simple, appropriate, 
and modest dress for girls and women, 

Be it resolved, that we urge parent-teacher 
associations to create committees on dress and 
social activities in order to give proper super- 
vision and chaperonage to gatherings of young 
people. 

WHEREAS, humane education is a vital factor 
in character building, 

Be it resolved, that we recommend the promo- 
tion of this phase of education in the public school. 

WHEREAS, the United States is the first nation 
to adopt a single standard of morality, 

Be it resolved, that we pledge coéperation to 
the government and other agencies in extending 
to parents information which will enable them to 
give instruction to their children in the principles 
of pure living. 
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WHEREAS, the present system of Education 
for girls has proven unsatisfactory, 

Be it resolved, that we recommend that each 
local organization devote one meeting in the 
coming year to the subject ‘What Kind of 
Education is Going to Help our Homes the 
Most.” That consensus of opinion of such 
meetings be sent to each state president and that 
they present the opinions of the majority at 
the first subsequent annual meeting, all such 
opinions gathered by State presidents to be sent 
to a selected committee of experts in education 
with the request that this committee pass on 
the opinions and publish their suggestions and 
criticisms in the CHILD WELFARE-MAGAZINE 
with a request for comments from parents whose 
children have newly-established homes of their 
own. 

WHEREAS, deaf children taught to speak from 
infancy are able to enter schools and colleges 
with hearing children, 

Be it resolved, that we recommend that every 
state establish schools similar to that of the 
state of Pennsylvania where the deaf are taught 
speech. 

WHEREAS, that standardization of school 
buildings has been effected in only a few states, 

Be it resolved, that we recommend legislation 
on this subject. 

This convention expresses its sincere apprecia- 
tion of the gracious hospitality of the beautiful 
City of Madison to the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations on 
the occasion of its 24th annual meeting. 

To the state of Wisconsin for the use of its 
capitol building. 

To the Assembly for extending to our members 
the honor and privilege of being the first body of 
women to vote by means of the electrical voting 
device in Assembly Hall. 

To the University of Wisconsin for its codpera- 
tion in bringing information and inspiration to 
our members by means of its representatives on 
our programs, 

lo the musicians and all who participated in 
the program. 

To the Woman’s Club of Madison and the 
Young Women’s Christian Association for their 
generous hospitality. 

To Mr. H. G. Smith who donated our delegates’ 
identification badges. 
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To Professor and Mrs. O’Shea for the very 
enjoyable reception on their beautiful lawn. 

To all those convention committees which 
separately and collectively have contributed to 
the perfection of arrangements and their har- 
monious development, under the chairman of 
local arrangements, Professor M. V. O’Shea. 

To the press and all who contributed to the 
excellent publicity given before and during the 
convention. 

The meeting then stood adjourned. 


EVENING SESSION, JUNE 8, 1920 


The entertaining number of the evening’s 
program was a unique and pleasing feature. 
Prof. C. H. Mills gave a lecture recital on Verdi's 
Opera Aida, illustrated by the Madison Choral 
Union and soloists from the University School 
of Music. Prof. P. W. Dykema acted as direc- 
tor. This pleasurable event took place in the 
music hall of the university. 

The remaining part of the evening’s program 
and business was carried out in the Assembly 
room of the capitol with Mrs. Schoff presiding. 

The Lord’s Prayer was repeated in unison. 

Miss Abby L. Marlatt, Director of the Course 
in Home Economics, University of Wisconsin, 
most interestingly and convincingly spoke on 
“College Training for Home Life.”” Miss 
Marlatt’s statement that girls should study 
psychology and logic evoked hearty appluase. 
The address was rich in thought and compre- 
hensive in scope. 

“Post-War Problems’ was the subject of an 
address by Col. H. L. Jackson, representing 
the United States War Department. Col. 
Jackson explained the aim and activities of the 
educational work conducted by our government 
for the men in service, the education known in 
common parlance as the University in Khaki. 

The minutes of the preceding and this session 
were read and approved. 

After the officers for 1920-1923 had been 
introduced by the chair and each officer had 
responded with a pleasing message, Mrs. Schoff 
declared the 24th Annual Child-Welfare Con- 
ference of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations adjourned. 

Mrs. FREDERIC SCHOFF, 
President, 

Mrs. F. W. MCALLISTER, 
Recording Secretary 





68,000 Girls Missing in Year 


THAT UNITED STATES RECORD LEADS TRAVELERS’ AID SOCIETY TO TAKE ACTION 


Approximately 68,000 girls have disappeared 
or run away from their homes in the United 
States during the last year, according to a 
statement issued by the Travelers’ Aid Society. 

A special meeting of the society has been 
called to devise plans to meet demands made by 


the great increase in runaways and helpless 
travelers. The meeting will be attended by 
officials of the transatlantic lines and repre- 
sentatives of Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
social agencies. 
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Growth of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher 
Associations, June 1-8 


REPORT OF Mrs. FREDERIC SCHOFF, NATIONAL PRESIDENT, I919-20 


94,945 new members have joined the ranks of 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations between April, 1919, and 
April, 1920. 25,990 new members joined the 
previous year. A growth of 120,935 members 
in two years is encouraging. The membership 
today is over 219,000. 

The promise 0 ista tesuperintendents of three 
states to give 50v,000 new members would take 
us above half a million. With no more than the 
present help in organization, three more years 
should easily find us counting a million members. 

What does this vast increase mean? For 
success it means better equipment in every branch 
of the work. Organization precedes. Educa- 
tional help to parents must follow. 

The National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations today is conducting a vast 
business. It must be equipped to do it in a 
thorough, well-planned, well-executed manner. 
Every national, every state officer, every depart- 
ment chairman is a spoke in the wheel of service. 
Each must recognize that she is chosen for work, 
and that unless she can do the work, she should 
not accept the place. No officer or chairman 
has been able to do what the position required 
for lack of appropriation to meet expenses. 

The policy has been to cut down the work to 
the meager income supplied by five cent dues 
to state and national. This policy must be 
changed to meet present-day conditions. Plans 
should be made to increase the income suffi- 
ciently to carry on the work for which we stand. 
No organization has as fundamental, as vital, 
or as far reaching work. Child Welfare in the 
home, in the church, in the school, and in the 
state, practically safeguards the nation. 

All honor to the great organizations of women 
who are doing excellent work in other lines: 
They are going ahead raising money to meet the 
demands. No organization can stand _ still. 

The National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations has reached the place 
where its future depends on well-planned meas- 
ures to meet needs of the different departments 
of work. 

Your president recommends that to complete 
nation-wide organization, a staff of four field 
secretaries should be employed to give their 
time to organization work. Every state can 
have a state branch if this is done. Every 
state can quadruple its present membership. 
The money expended for organization will 
come back manifold, but even if it did not, it is 
not for financial gain that we organize. It is to 
promote the welfare of homes and children. 
It is a universal interest. It is a service of such 


value that if properly understood, ample support 
would be assured by those who are not now in 
membership. 

The time is ripe for this extension work. 
Superintendents and college faculties welcome 
and aid in this work of organization. If we 
cannot measure up to the opportunity thai 
knocks at our door, we cannot expect to main- 
tain the place which by patient united effort we 
have now attained. 


EDUCATIONAL WorRK 


Organization does not help homes unless 
specialists in child training and child welfare are 
continually engaged from year to year in prepar- 
ation of educational programs adapted to dif- 
ferent’ types of people and of organizations. 
It is the cry from all. We must remember that 
these programs must be many and varied. 

Your president recommends that two special- 
ists be secured to prepare and bring together 
from every source a consecutively arranged, 
scientifically correct and yet simply worded series 
of programs which will be available for an entire 
year. These should meet requirements of varied 
groups of parents. 

To meet the program demands of over 200,000 
members, it is not possible to depend solely on 
volunteer service. The need to-day is for the 
employment of at least one person to devote all 
his or her time to this phase of the work. The 
title might be Educational Secretary; the salary 
should be large enough to make it possible to 
secure one thoroughly qualified. The services 
of those who are in practical touch with the 
people and their different needs will be required 
to codperate with this editorial secretary. 
They should be carefully selected wherever they 
may be. Without providing liberally for edu- 
cational service to members, the growth of the 
organization cannot be permanent. 


Of what use is it to build, unless we use 
what we have built, for the purpose for 
which we built it? 

Educational departments should be allied 
and the chairmen given a definite appropriation. 
A definite outline of the work required should be 
made and approved by the board. 

Presidents of state branches should have a 
fund for necessary travelling expenses in the 
state, to attend national convention, to pay for 
clerical service and postage. This should be 
provided regardless of whether or not a president 
may be able to personally meet such expenses. 
The dignity of the organization demands acde- 
quate provision for its officials to meet the duties 
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f their several offices. Any officer desiring to 
lo so may contribute to the national treasury 
hatever she may desire. 

The National Board in considering ways and 
means should appropriate a definite amount to 
ach president, depending on the size of the 

ate. It should make provision for other 
officers whose duties demand expense. What is 
rue of the state officers is equally true, and in a 

irger degree of national officers. They are 
leaders of the work. They must give practically 
their entire time to it to meet the demands. 

A committee of five or seven should be ap- 
pointed to consider the budget necessary to 
adequately carry forward the work next year. 
This Committee should consult with repre- 
sentatives from the states and be prepared to 
report to the board during this meeting. 

A Committee on Ways and Means should be 
appointed to present to this convention, plans 
for increasing the income. 

Sixty per cent. of what is raised should be 
used in the states. We must not say, “We 
cannot do what others do.’’ Where there is a 
will, there is a way. 

Let our slogan be “A MILLION MEMBERS 
BEFORE 1923. A MILLION DOLLARS BE- 
FORE 1923.” 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


With courage and faith, some of the long-time 
members of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations took the 
responsibility of securing a headquarters in 
Washington. The necessity for it and its value 
have been proved. 

Every national organization has secured as is 
aiming to secure headquarters there. The 
building we have is adapted to meet the needs of 
a rapidly growing organization. The valuable 
business papers, and the whole of the national 
possessions are centered there. Thousands of 
persons from every state and every nation visit 
Washington and learn of the work. Coéperation 
with government departments is facilitated by 
being there. 

The small sum of 60,000 could be pledged at 
this meeting. $1,000 from smaller states and 
$2,000 from larger ones can readily be raised if 
we all try to do it. 

The building is free from taxation. It is’ 
increasing in value. It could not be duplicated 
for three times the price paid. The Washington 
Loan and Trust Company, treasurer of the 
Headquarters Fund report contributions from 
January 18, 1918, to July 15, 1919—and from 
July 15, 1919 to February 1, 1920. 

Mrs. William T. Carter, chairman of head- 

utters committee, has given much time and 
sught to making it possible for the National 
mgress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
tions to own the present headquarters. 
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Increasing interest of members in many parts of 
the country is shown by the number of small 
donations. To carry it over, there should be a 
nation-wide plan for definite campaign. Let it be 
finished. Let us stand on a par with the Na- 
tional Education Association which has about 
46,000 members at $2.00 each, with the Associa- 
tion of Collegiate Alumnz, with the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, which is adding a 
$200,000 addition to its present handsome build- 
ing and which will pay for it by income from 
rentals, and with many other national organiza- 
tions. 

Mrs. Kate Waller Barrett as chairman of the 
army and navy camp committee and house 
committee will report the war service given here 
and elsewhere. It alone has spread the influence 
and reputation of the National Congress of 
Mothers and _ Parent-Teacher Associations 
throughout this and other lands. It has won 
friends that will count for years to come. 


EQUIPMENT OF NATIONAL OFFICE 


Efficiency of service to state and local branches 
should be ensured by adequate appropriation 
for work of the national office. The entire work 
of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations is handicapped by the 
meager appropriation made to it. 

There should be ample provision for postage 
and printing. These are essential. When prom- 
ised literature cannot be sent for lack of money 
for postage, the credit of the National Congress 
of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations 
suffers. $100.00 a month is not too much to 
spend on postage, for it is through well-directed 
correspondence that growth is assured. 

An assistant to the secretary is greatly needed 
for ten months in the year. $50.00 a month 
would provide service of one who could wrap the 
many packages of literature that are daily 
ordered and in other ways help the secretary. 
With such assistance, she would have time for 
preparation of needed leaflets. 

Your president recommends that the secretary 
be given a vacation of a month in August and 
the assistant attend to the office in her absence. 
She recommends doubling the appropriation 
for National Office, and as the organization is 
growing so rapidly, increasing the appropriation 
when the work demands it. 

An important step forward was taken in 
providing a salaried secretary qualified by edu- 
cation and personality to represent the Congress 
as it should be represented to the many men and 
women who visit the office. In the near future, 
at the present rate of progress, additional assis- 
tance will be required. The secretary should 
be given more time for correspondence, and 
stimulation of the work by follow-up letters, 
At present, there is little opportunity for this. 
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NEED OF A BUSINESS COMMITTEE 


The many kusiness questions that are con- 
stantly coming up in an organization as large 
as this are too large to be handled by the presi- 
dent alone. The executive committee scattered 
all over the United States cannot meet the need. 
For the same reason that the President of the 
United States has a cabinet with whom to con- 
sult on weighty matters, the National Congress 
of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations 
would be greatly benefited if the president could 
select a committee that could meet her with at 
least six times during the year, such appoint- 
ments to be confirmed by the national board. 
The responsibilities are very heavy. They 
should be shared for the good of the work. 

Your president suggests changing the present 
form of executive committee to the form just 
suggested, because it would better serve the 
needs of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations. The majority 
of the meetings of such committee should be 
held in Washington for many are the matters 
affecting every home and every state which 
yequire attention there. 


WorK OF THE PRESIDENT 


Few are the days which can be given to things 
outside of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations. Correspond- 
ence is larger than that of most business houses. 
Some of the most valuable service of the president 
is through correspondence. Most of the pre- 
liminary work of organizing state branches is by 
correspondence. The first duty of every day 
is to reply to the letters which pour in and which 
frequently keep one at the desk all day. Even 
vacation days of summer are not free. Prepar- 
ation for fall must be made, letters written, dated 
ahead and ready to mail in September. Maga- 
zine work must go on just the same in summer. 

Coéperation with the United States Treasury 
in Thrift Education: The United States Treasury 
Department in July, 1919, invited presidents of 
national organizations of women to meet in 
Washington to confer on Thrift education for 
all the people. At that time, it was stated that 
the Treasury had a federal thrift chairman in 
each of the twelve Federal Districts. It was 
requested that each national organization should 
appoint a district chairman and that these 
chairmen. should coéperate with the federal 
district chairmen in thrift education. Your 
president was requested to act as national 
chairman and has done so, incorporating the 
message wherever she has spoken. By request 
of the Savings Division of the United States 
Treasury, the following women were selected 
as District Chairmen of thrift after conference 
with leaders in their vicinity: First, District, 
Mrs. W. E. Rowe, Wollaston, Mass., New Eng- 
land, second, Mrs. Drury W. Cooper, ‘Montclair, 
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N. J.; New York and Northern New Jersey, 
third, not yet appointed; Eastern Pa., southern 
N. J., Delaware, fourth, Mrs. G. F. Arps, 
Columbus, O.; Ohio and W. Pa., fifth, not yet 
appointed; Va., W. Va., N. C.,S. C., sixth, Mrs. 
J. E. Andrews, Atlanta, Ga.; Georgia, Ala., Miss., 
La. and Fla., seventh, Mrs. Lawson Gilbert, 
Chicago, II.; S. Wis., S. Mich., N. Ill., N. Ind., 
Ia., eighth, not yet appointed. Mo., Ky., 
Ark., S. Ohio, ninth, Mrs. H. R. Kenaston, 
Bonesteel, S. Dak., Mont., N. Dak., S. Dak., 
N. Minn., N. Wis., N. Mich., tenth, Mrs. T. P. 
Baldwin, Kansas City, Mo.; W. Mo., Ky., W. 
Ark., eleventh, not yet appointed, Tex., N. La., 
S. Mex., twelfth, Mrs. Geo. E. Colby, Oakland, 
Calif.; Wash., Ore., Ida., Utah, Ariz., Nev., 
Calif. It has not been possible to secure chair- 
men for all districts. 

The federal district chairmen will send out the 
letters that district chairmen write to local 
organizations of the Congress without expense to 
chairmen. In some cases, where the federal 
district chairman approves, travelling expenses 
are also met. This work is of utmost importance 
to children and their parents, and should have 
the hearty coéperation of everyone. 

Preparation of Year Book 1919-1920: The 
month of July was devoted to preparation of 
Year Book. In September, it was given to a 
printer in Washington who promised to have it 
finished in October, but greatly to our disappoint- 
ment, it was not completed until December. 

Mrs. Mumford, Mrs. Mears and Mrs. Watkins 
gave many days to its preparation, as did your 
president. As it was the first Year Book since 
1917, it was greatly needed. Every president 
of every local association in membership received 
a copy of this Year Book. It is a promise made 
to them which should never be broken. There 
can be no esprit de corps unless this annual mes- 
sage goes from the national office to each local 
association. 

Meetings of the National Board: Your President 
attended meetings of the board of managers 
National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations in New York in October 
and of the executive board in ‘Washington, 
February 20, 21. 

Social Morality Congress: The Young Women’s 
Christian Association in summer of 1919 re- 
quested your president to meet in New York in 
conference with presidents of ten national 
organizations to consider plans for continuance 
of the work for social morality. The Y. W.C. A. 
had been active during the war in this work. 
It had invited and paid expenses of physicians 
from many foreign countries to participate in 
the conference held in October. It requested 
presidents of each of the ten national organiza- 
tions to appoint two women from different 
sections of the country to represent her organiza- 
tion. All expenses were paid by the Y. W. C. A. 
Mrs. Henry O. Holland, Buffalo, N. Y. and Mrs. 











J. K. Codding, Lansing, Kans., were the dele- 
gates appointed to represent the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations. The sessions continued for a week. 
A coéperative organization was formed entitled 
Woman’s Health Foundation. The request 
was made to appoint four delegates to represent 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations at the meeting in autumn 
of 1920. Mrs. Holland, Mrs. Codding, Mrs. 
S. H. Whitten, Holyoke, Mass., and Mrs. 
isaac Lea Hillis, Des Moines, Ia., have consented 
to be the representatives of the National Con- 
gress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions at that Conference. It was particularly 
recommended that the same delegates be sent. 
This time their expenses must be met personally. 

International Council of Women: The Inter- 
national Council of Women will hold its quin- 
quennial council in Christiania, Norway, in 
September, 1920. The National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations is but 
one of thirty-one national organizations which 
are members of the National Council of Women 
of the United States. Only ten delegates are 
chosen to represent each nation. The National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations therefore feels highly honored in having 
two of its officials appointed as delegates, viz., 
Mrs. Milton P. Higgins, Worcester, Mass., and 
Mrs. David O. Mears. 

Your president, as chairman of Child Welfare 
Section National Council of Women prepared 
and sent a list of recommendations for child 
welfare which have the endorsement of all organi- 
zations in membership in the council and which, 
it is hoped, will be adopted by delegates to 
International Council of Women. 

The far-reaching effect of these conferences of 
organized women from twenty-six nations must 
be of inestimable value in promoting interests 
common to every woman. In the larger cities 
of every nation, a member of each national 
organization is named whom members from 
other countries visiting that city may call on. 
It is in reality a hospitality committee made up 
of 25 or 30 women whose privilege it will be to 
extend courtesies to foreign visitors having letters 
from their own council. 

International Congress on Welfare of the Child: 
In 1919, the national board authorized your 
president to arrange for an international congress 
on the welfare of the child in 1920. The un- 
settled conditions of the world have made it 
impossible to call such a conference at this time. 
lt depends on the adjustments of nations after 
the war, on reduction of cost of living, whether 
such a conference can be held in 1921. Pro- 
lessor M. V. O’Shea has accepted the chairman- 
ship of the committee of arrangements. Com- 
missioner Claxton has accepted membership on 
the committee. Other influential leaders will 
become members of the committee. Corre- 
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spondenceand arrangements for such a conference 
entail expense for chairman. Your president 
recommends that an appropriation be made to 
the chairman, Professor M. V. O’Shea, to meet 
the preliminary expenses of the committee. 

Provided that conditions are favorable, such 
a conference might be held in 1921. It should 
be left to the judgment of the able committee on 
the International Child Welfare Conference. 

Cleveland Conference: Your president arranged 
and attended the conference of the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations in connection with the Department of 
Superintendence, National Education Associa- 
tion, which met in Cleveland, February 23-28. 

These conferences have done more than all 
else to make known to leaders of education the 
work of the National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations. They have opened 
the way to codperation in all states. There one 
meets all leaders in different phases of educa- 
tional work, for many organizations meet in 
connection with the N. E. A. 

This year, the Conference had enthusiastic 
codperation of the Council of Parent-Teacher 
Associations in Cleveland who gave a large 
luncheon at Hotel Hollenden. Mrs. J. A. Smith, 
president of the Cleveland Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations, presided at 
the luncheon which was attended by national, 
state and local officers and members and many 
leaders in education. Commissioner Claxton, 
Mrs. Mary C. Bradford, Mrs. J. H. Francis 
were honored guests. 

There were two sessions of the conference on 
afternoons of February 24 and 25, both held at 
ball room of Hotel Hollenden. Over a thousand 
people attended. Splendid addresses were fol- 
lowed by lively discussion of important issues. 
Commissioner Claxton emphasized the need of 
extension of Parent-Teacher Associations and 
stated that as yet the field was not covered as it 
should be. He called them “the breath of life 
to the people.” 

Your president met the Superintendents of 
Southern States at a breakfast conference to 
plan for organization work. All pledged hearty 
codperation and eagerly requested help in or- 
ganization. This marks an epoch in the growth 
of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations. There were difficulties 
in the way of organization in Southern States 
which did not exist elsewhere. School Improve- 
ment Associations had been formed and in the 
view of the school people they covered the need. 
Now, the Parent-Teacher Association has 
secured support because its function is wider. 
It helps homes as well as schools. It is national 
in scope, not sectional. It is educational as 
well as coéperative in material help. 

It has taken years to get the desired foothold 
for the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations in the South. To-day, 
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it isassured. Every Southern State is eager for a 
Parent-Teacher- Association in every school. 
Every state superintendent wants Miss Gardner, 
a Southern woman who has the respect of every 
educator in the South and who understands 
local conditions and inspires wherever she goes. 
State superintendents in three states have 
pledged themselves to give 500,000 members to 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations. 

Conferences of State Branches: During 1919 
and 1920, many invitations to attend conferences 
of State Branches have been received. It has 
only been possible to attend those in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, North Carolina, 
Alabama, Pennsylvania and Delaware. Mes- 
sages for State Year Books have been requested 
and sent to many states. 

New State Branch: North Carolina was added 
to the list of state branches last November. 
Preliminary correspondence for a year had this 
result. Through the efforts of the city superin- 
tendent and presidents of parent-teacher asso- 
ciations in Charlotte, an invitation was sent 
throughout the state calling together repre- 
sentatives from all parts of North Carolina. 
Your president organized the state branch with 
a charter membership of over 1,000 members. 

South Carolina and Florida will be ready to 
organize state branches in the fall. To ensure 
large attendance and interest, Miss Gardner will 
go through these states preliminary to forming 
state branches. Louisiana too is ready for the 
organization if preliminary work is done. Ar- 
kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Minnesota 
still remain without state branches. Maine 
branch has lapsed and Delaware is temporarily 
below the quota of a state branch. The latter 
is due to war activities. The service of a field 
secretary is needed at once in these states. 

Child-Welfare Magazine: Your president is 
chairman of the editorial board of CniLp- 
WELFARE MAGAZINE. It has had its most 
prosperous year. Invaluable service has been 
given by local magazine chairmen in extending 
the circulation. If every state would do what 
has been done in California, Pennsylvania, 
Missouri, Tennessee, New Jersey and Texas, the 
circulation would be more than quadrupled. 

Notwithstanding the fact that many large 
magazines were compelled to suspend publication 
on account of labor troubles, CHILD-WELFARE 
MAGAZINE has not missed a single month. It is 
impossible to have prompt publication, because 
publishers are handicapped by labor shortage. 

The editorial board has met regularly to discuss 
and plan the making up of the MAGAZINE except 
during July and August. Mrs. Lippincott, 
Mrs. Mumford and Mrs. Greenwood are most 
faithful and helpful as members of the local 
editorial board. 

Postal service has been so poor that publishers 
have made an investigation which disclosed 
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why subscribers frequently fail to receive their 
magazines. Little attention is given to second- 
class matter, according to the report. It is 
stored in warehouses in a number of cities 
awaiting time to deliver it. 

Interchurch World Movement: Your president 
was invited to assist in preparation of the ques- 
tionnaires in October to be sent out in the 
remarkable survey of the spiritual life of our 
country. 894 Broadway, N. Y., is headquarters 
of this great movement. No one could see what 
is being done and fail to realize the value. It is 
showing the spiritual neglect of childhood so 
clearly that no one interested in child welfare 
can be indifferent. Protestants especially must 
look after the spiritual guidance of the children 
more constructively than now. 

Through the influence and coéperation of the 
Interchurch World Movement, Parents’ asso- 
ciations in churches may become as large a part 
of the work for the welfare of children as parent- 
teacher associations in schools. They are 
heartily endorsed and will be promoted. Further 
still, education of leaders who understand how 
to help parents in spiritual guidance of children 
will be undertaken. 

Opportunity for coéperation is given and coép- 
eration will be mutually helpful in promoting 
the most vital part of child welfare, creating true 
spiritual ideals in all children. 

Surgeon General Asks Coéperation: The 
United States Public Health Service has assumed 
a most important function. As a result of the 
revelations made by the draft, the United 
States Public Health Service is endeavoring to 
see that every child receives education as to a 
clean, moral life and a single standard, of moral- 
ity. Very wisely it was decided that parents 
must be enlisted and helped to give this teaching. 
To that end, your president was called to confer 
with the Health Service and through CuHiLp- 
WELFARE MAGAZINE to extend the message to 
parent-teacher associations. Hearty commen- 
dation was given to the pamphlet published by 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations, Parents Duty to Children 
Regarding Sex. Suggestions as to manner of 
work were asked and given. Another link was 
forged binding the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations to the govern- 
ment in this necessary phase of education. Thus 
the work for welfare of children and youth is. 
strengthened and widened. 

Another Link in Chain being Forged for Child 
Welfare: The American Association for Physical 
Education invited your president to speak at 
their convention in New York City in April. 
The audience was composed of leaders in normal 
schools for physical education. The dean has 
written: “All the physical training instructors 
now in the normal schools and the regular grade 
teachers now in the many hundred academic 
schools throughout the country ought to know 
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just what you told our folks.” Dr, Crampton 
has agreed to publish the address and send it to 
all normal schools, 


CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE TAKE UP PARENT 
TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS FOR CIVIC BETTERMENT 


Prospects in Virginia: Roanoke, Va., Chamber 
of Commerce took the initiative in a movement 
for parent-teacher associations in Roanoke, Va. 
Without preliminary assistance from the Na- 
tional Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher 
Associations, the women’s division of the cham- 
ber of commerce decided that parent-teacher 
associations were the greatest need of Roanoke. 

A request was made in April to send an organ- 
izer for two weeks with all expenses paid. As it 
was not possible to send Miss Gardner, the 
women proceeded to organize a school a day by 
using instructions given in How to Organize. 
This done, your president visited them and two 
large mass meetings were held in consecutive 
evenings to inaugurate the work in the right way. 

The Chamber of Commerce Board of Educa- 
tion, superintendents and principals and presi- 
dents of three colleges in Roanoke were leaders and 
all attended the meetings. There is much enthu- 
siasm, energy and belief in the value of parent- 
teacher associations that Roanoke stands to-day 
in a position to be leader of the movement in 
Virginia. 


TRAVELS OF THE PRESIDENT IN 1919-1920 


Places visited and meetings addressed: 

Altoona, Pa.—Council of parent-teacher asso- 
ciations in High School. 

Annapolis, Md.—Senate Chamber of Capitol— 
Many members of legislature present and 
deeply interested. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Battle Creek, Mich.—Met presidents of parent- 
teacher associations in Battle Creek, spoke 
at large meeting in high school, spoke to 
guests of Battle Creek Sanitarium, spoke 
to 200 pupils of Normal School for Physical 
Education. 

Charlotte, N. C.—Organization of State Branch, 
November. 

Chicago, Ill.—Invited by Mrs. Carrie Chapman 
Catt and Mrs. Percy V. Pennybacker to 
speak in Child Welfare Section of League 
of Women Voters and help formulate plans 
for child-welfare work. Secured endorse- 
ment of Maternity and Infancy Bill and of 
Physical Education Bill; also condemnation 
of bill for Compulsory Universal Military 
Training. 

Cleveland, Ohio—February—Conference with 
Department of Superintendence. 

Concord, N. H.—State Convention. 

Flemington, N. J—County Council of Parent- 
Teacher Associations. 

Frankfort, Ky.—To arrange time of organizer’s 
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work in Alabama, North Carolina, Missis- 
sippi. 

Lebanon, Pa.—State convention. 

Lewistown, Pa.—Organization work. 

Montgomery, Ala.—To arrange with State 
Supt. Dowell and Mrs. Doster for state- 
wide organization of parent-teacher asso- 
ciations. 

New York City—seven times. 

Pittsfield, Mass.—State Convention. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Roanoke, Va. 

Washington, D. C.—ten times—for Congress 
business, twice to speak at hearings before 
Senate Committee on Education, once for 
conference called by Thrift Division, U. S. 
Treas. 

Wyoming, Del.—State Convention. 

State Congresses attended: 

New Hampshire—May 1919, Pennsylvania— 
Oct. 2, Massachusetts—Oct. 9. 

Delaware—April 24—Alabama—November. 

Messages sent for Year Books and for State 
Conventions to many others. 

Organized North Carolina Branch—November 
3—Charlotte took the initiative with codper- 
ation of city superintendent—arranged for 
National Organizer to give some time for 
extension work. 

Visited and spoke in Atlanta and Savannah, Ga. 

Alabama with handicaps overcome and superin- 
tendent ready to codéperate sent for your 
president to help them inaugurate state- 
wide extension work—national organizer 
will have office in capitol with state superin- 
tendent State Board of Education appro- 
priates as much money for organization as 
the National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations will give. 

North Carolina superintendent will do the 

same in that state. 

Expenses of President's Office: There has been 
no appropriation in 1919-20 for a President’s 
Fund for travelling expenses. The work cannot 
progress unless one responds to important 
requests for help. All that has been done has 
been without any expense to the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations. 

The appropriation made to the’ president 
never covers the office expenses. $80.00 a 
month cannot now secure a stenographer able 
to do the work required. To keep within the 
appropriation as nearly as possible, your presi- 
dent has had a stenographer five days a week 
at $70 per month. She records all MAGAZINE 
subscriptions, keeps the mailing list, attends to 
MAGAZINE letters, in addition to the large cor- 
respondence of the president. In the summer, 
prepares letters to be mailed in fall and cir- 
cularizes for increased subscriptions. 

Less than ten dollars is left for postage, office 
supplies, telegrams, long-distance phone mes- 
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sages. 
deficit. : 

It is just that Congress members should realize 
the greatness of the work, for unless they do, it 
is not possible to provide proper assistance to 
carry on the work, 


Every month, your president makes up a 


COOPERATION THE KEYNOTE 


Your president counts most important in the 
progress of the year coéperation secured and 
wider appreciation of the work of the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, 

Through the National Council of Women, 
thirty national organizations of women give 
their intelligent co6peration to measures recom- 
mended for Child-Welfare by the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations. 

The National Suffrage Association, after 
fifty-one years’ work, in disbanding recognized 
the importance of child-welfare and wisely asked 
child-welfare experts to advise the League of 
Women Voters as to important measures where 
their codperation would be given advantageously. 

Government departments have sought and 
received much appreciated codperation. Because 
of the broad, democratic spirit of the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, it is proving an important medium 
through which to conduct many phases of 
educational work. 

Coéperating with the National Education 
Association, in its campaign to meet the serious 
emergency in education, your president has 
spoken for passage of the Smith Towner Bill 
before the Senate Committee on Education. 

Home Education Division of the United 
States Bureau of Education 

Home Education Division of the United State 
Bureau of Education: In urging the passage of 
this bill your president emphasized the necessity 
of providing it an appropriation for the Home 
Education Division. 

Up to this time, Commissioner Claxton has 
retained the Division. Without funds the 
Division can do but an infinitesimal part of 
what such a Division should do. The National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations should use all its influence toward having 
a paragraph inserted in Smith Towner Bill 
providing for the work which we have have 
fostered for six years, and which has proved 
itself valuable and necessary. The continuance 
of the Department will not be assured unless 
our Congress gives its influence and active work 
on its behalf. 

Coérdination is necessary for the educational 
work now being done by the Bureau of Educa- 
tion, Public Health Service, Treasury and 
Children’s Bureau. All are now working in 
some line of home education. Efficiency and 
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economy demand coéperation. It is encouraging 
to see that the thought of all seems now to turn 
in the direction of helping the home. 

Coéperating with the Physical Education 
Service of the Bureau of Education your Presi- 
dent has spoken before the Senate Committee. 

Coéperation with the Y. W. C. A. in its effort 
for social morality is another recognition that 
we have a common cause and in union there is 
strength. ‘ 

Possible the most important work for the 
future welfare of children has been done in 
bringing to the attention of all women’s organi- 
zations the military bills proposed by Senate 
Military Committee and in enlisting their 
codperation in protesting against them. 

The National Education Association also 
opposed them. Your president has taken a 
leading part in presenting the measures proposed 
and in organizing the forces opposing them. 
For the present, they have no chance of being 
adopted, but constant watchfulness is necessary 
to prevent those who would require compulsory 
military service from every eighteen-year-old 
boy from their efforts to introduce militarism in 
this country. Fortunately the expense of it 
will be a factor in preventing their adoption. 

Universal physical education will better fit 
boys and girls to meet the emergency of war if 
it comes, but better than that it fits them to 
meet the duties of life in peace as well as war. 

Coéperating with Good Housekeeping Magazine, 
letters were sent to every organization in mem- 
bership in the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations enclosing peti- 
tions on behalf of Maternity and Infancy Bill, 
and personal appeal for the passage sent to 
Senate Committee. This is a bill prepared by 
the Children’s Bureau. It aims to save mothers 
“by right prenatal and postnatal care and to 
save babies by educating mothers in infant 
hygiene.” 

An army of 200,000 people is enlisted under 
the banner of Child-Welfare in Home, Church, 
School and State. 

The three years since the present officers 
assumed their duties have been years of war, of 
sorrow, and of suffering. To every demand of 
our country, our members have bravely, loyally 
responded. Service has been given beyond 
our power to tabulate. 

Through the splendid response given to your 
president’s recommendation in 1917, over two 
million enlisted men have had the comfort and 
influence of mothers and good men and women, 
especially ‘in Philadelphia, Washington, Balti- 
more and Waukegan, III. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the energies of 
many local associations were directed to war 
interests, notwithstanding the H. C. L. which 
has prevented many from attending conventions, 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations has steadily increased in 
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membership and in the respect of all earnest, 
thinking people. The outlook for the future 
shows greater need than ever before for the 
promotion of the objects for which we have our 
charter. May we all hold in our thoughts 
during this convention the promotion of highest 
in administration of the great work entrusted 
to us. With gratitude for the splendid results 
of the past, let us give thanks to God from whom 
all power, and to Him belongs the glory. May 
His spirit of love be with us in all we do and say. 
So shall we return to our homes refreshed and 
strengthened for renewed effort for His little 
ones, for better mothers, better fathers, better 
teachers, better homes. 


Ways 

Your committee has given much time, serious 
and anxious thought to the ways and means of 
raising funds for this organization. We fully 
realize the importance of the work assigned us 
and the great opportunity that is ours of telling 
you how easy it really is to procure funds. 
We believe there has never been a time in the 
history of our organization when the work and 
the interest of better homes, better children, 
and a better trained parenthood has. made so 
strong an appeal to the’ public mind, therefore 
we recommend: 

1. That an enthusiastic membership drive be 
inaugurated in every state for active and con- 
tributing members. That whenever possible, 
state organizers be employed to further this 
work. 

2. In order that the national needs may be 
intelligently presented to the various states, we 
recommend that the national president appoint 
a committee to draft a definite plan of work to 
include the benefits to be derived from the states 
by membership in the National, and the items 
which our budget must finance. 

3. In order to make money one must spend 
money; business efficiency counts. The raising 
of money is a system of salesmanship, therefore 
we recommend additional support for the na- 
tional be put upon a professional basis by the 
employment of a business expert whose duty 
shall be to raise funds for this organization. 

4. Need for funds is immediate, so we recom- 
mend that the national board apportion to 
each state a quota not to exceed 5 cents per 
capita and the president be urgently and earnestly 
requested to raise this quota during the summer. 

5. We recommend the continuation of a child- 
welfare offering on Founders’ Day and urge 
that a special effort be made in every state to 
‘interest the local parent-teacher association. 

Summing up: 
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Weltess aes 430226 60:5. Sis “. 22. 2,000.00 
Special Membership Drive........... _ 5,000.00 
gs a Dt aaey ae tem. Nae eine $28,900.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. W. R. Ramsey, Colo., Chairman, 
Mrs. E. C. Mason, Mass., 
Mrs. Drury Cooper, N. J., 
Mrs. Ep. S. Mouton, R. I., 
Dr. J. RusseE.t, Calif. 
Mrs. Wm. ULLMAN, Mo., 
Mrs. JosePpH GARIBALDI, N. C. 
Maptson, WIs., 
June 3, 1920 
Mrs. Higgins moved that the board recommend 
the adoption of the report to the congress. 
Carried. 
Mrs. Remington, chairman of the budget 
committee, submitted the following report: 


REPORT OF BUDGET COMMITTEE* 


The budget committee endorses the recom- 
mendation of the president and has attempted 
insofar as it seems practicable to budget in 
conformity with her recommendation. 


Budget 

DOIN ak 5c 5 Le ee $ 6,700.00 
ER ee ee Pee 5,000.00 
CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE........ 2,500.00 
President’s Fund, 

ER eae eR $ 300.00 

NNN inc poisio soy edie 1,200.00 

Ricks eile ss ached 1,000.00 $ 2,500.00 
Vice-President, $100.00 each........ 1,000.00 


(This is to be used only for organizing work in 
the districts. Subject to the order of the 
president.) 


pl Gl Rr reer 60.00 
GA triec ea shee) tha eed 2,000.00 
Department chairman.............. 1,000.00 
Educational material............... 500.00 

Dues to the N.E.A. patron and the 
National Council of Women ...... 50.00 
Comes 27.630 sc i a es Sees wan 800.00 
Headquarters, to reduce mortgage ... 2,890.00 
$25,000.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
PEARL M. T. REMINGTON, Chairman, R. IL., 
Mrs. EUGENE CRUTCHER, Tenn., 
Cora B. HItIs, Ia., 
Mary GRINNELL MEars, MaAss., 
Mrs. F. W. McALLIsTER, Tex. 
MADISON, WIs., 
June 3, 1920 


The chairman of the committee moved that the 
board* recommend the adoption of the report. 
Carried. 

Dr. Russell moved that the Ways and Means 
and the Budget Committee have a sufficient 


*Appointed by suggestion in President’s Report. 
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number of copies of the report prepared for 

distribution. 

REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT Mrs. PHILANDER 
P. CLAXTON 


My dear Friends: I cannot be with you, for 
which I am very sorry. It has been a great 
deprivation to sit by and see others work and 
play and I not be able to join them. There has 
been much desire to serve but the body has been 
weak and who knows but “those also serve who 
wait.” 

I tried to render the Congress some service 
during the summer of 1918 at the headquarters 
in Washington as chairman of the hostess com- 
mittee, when I secured hostesses for each week 
until I was so ill I finally had to leave my home 
for the hospital. 

In all these long, weary months I have had 
time to think and observe and I have thought 
much of the Mothers Congress and I have a 
great hope for its future as I had faith in its 
past. 

I make this one plea above all else: that it 
keep its spirit of love and helpfulness and not 
become just a great organization whose rdéle 
is ‘‘duty,’’ not “the spirit of joy to render a 
service.” 

It should be so open-minded that the poorest, 
most obscure little mother will call to it for help, 
it should be a bulwark of strength, not criticism, 
for the obscure little teacher, and give her 
encuragement and hope she needs it. 

I hope the Congress will never lose the ideals 
for which it was created and for which it has 
existed. 

It has been my pleasure and profit to work with 
many of the officers and members of the Congress 
from the president down to the last new recruit 
and I have never met more zealous women for 
doing good, noble work and kindly service and 
I am sending this note to say I am grateful for 
the friendship and association of such women. 

May this meeting be all you hope for it and all 
it should be in real service to those who need it 
most. I beg to send you my greetings and my 
love. 

Faithfully, 
Mary H. Criaxton (Mrs. P.P.) 


REPORT OF Miss ELIZABETH HARRISON, CHICAGO 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


I have something I want much to bring before 
this Conference of National Congress Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations. 

I very much desire our National Congress 
of Mothers, Fathers and Teachers to take up 
the following subject for investigation: ‘What 
Kind of Education is going to Help Our Homes 
the Most?”’ 

The head of a large boarding school for young 
women has asked me to send her the list of 
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studies recommended by the National Congress 
of Mothers for young girls who in all probability 
will marry and have homes and children. 

I had to reply that as yet as an organization 
we had not sufficiently studied the subject to 
feel warranted in sending out such a list. 

She seemed very much astonished, and replied 
that she supposed that this would be almost 
the first subject taken up at Parent-Teacher 
meetings. 

Now, what I want to know is, will it be 
possible for each state president to see to it that 
one meeting of every National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher . Associations this 
next year be given to this topic, that the con- 
sensus of such meetings be sent to the State presi- 
dents and they bring the same to their next 
annual meeting for condensing and restating? 
Then to have this presented to a selected set of 
experts in education, or perhaps an “advisory 
committee.” Then handed back with their 
suggestions, criticisms, etc., and same to be 
printed in each state bulletin with a request for 
comment from parents whose children were 
making new homes of their own. (Mothers-in- 
law would see many of the mistakes of the past; 
also maiden aunts). Anyhow, it would start the 
question as to just how much the present-day 
education of women is doing. The recent war 
startled all America as to the inadequacy of our 
boys’ education. But nothing has been done 
as to our girls, except in some few individual 
schools, such as Dr. Frances Work in Los 
Angeles, the, present effort at Berkeley, and a 
few others. The secretary of the Association of 
Collegiate Alumnz frankly confessed to me 
that they were disappointed in the results of 
college education for women. 

I do not want the training of women to be any 
less thorough or less broad than that of men. 
But I think it ought to be different and I think 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations is the organization that 
ought to take up the subject, digest it as nearly 
as they can and present the results of their 
earnest consultation, their wisdom born of 
experience, and their love of children to the 
United States Government. 

Pardon me if I seem too insistent. I have 
not meant to be. And give my love to every 
member present. 


REporRT OF Mrs. Mitton P. HIGGINs, VICE- 
PRESIDENT, WORCESTER, MaAss., 1919-20 


The most forward-looking step which I have 
to report as Vice-President is the forming of the 
New England Council of Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, in June, 1919. The object of this 
council is to stimulate interest and inspiration, 
to strengthen and extend the Parent-Teacher 
Association work in New England. 

Each state is represented in the council by 
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it president, secretary and three delegates. 
Three meetings have been held, one in connec- 
tion with the Massachusetts State convention, 
another at the time of the midwinter meeting 
of the Rhode Island Congress and still another in 
Connecticut at the time of their convention. 
This council has brought all the states in New 
England into touch with what each one is doing 
and has afforded the state officers opportunity to 
become acquainted. Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut have sent dele- 
gates to the various meetings. 

The officers of the Council are: Chairman, 
Mrs. C. H. Remington, of Rhode Island; first 
Vice-Chairman, Mrs. George Chandler, of 
Connecticut; second Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Woos- 
ter Webber, of Connecticut; Recording Secretary, 
Mrs. F. W. Pier, of Vermont; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Ruth Bottomly, of Massa- 
chusetts; Treasurer, Mrs. Edward Moulton, of 
Rhode Island. 

I have attended and spoken at the state 
conventions of Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee, 
Iowa, Rhode Island and Connecticut and the 
district meeting of the St. Louis County Parent- 
Teacher Associations at Webster Groves, Mis- 
souri. 

I have attended the Social Morality Conference 
at the Child Welfare meeting of the Children’s 
Bureau at Chicago, and have been a delegate 
at the convention of the National Council of 
Women at St. Louis and attended the National 
Conference on Community Organization at 
Washington, D. C. 

In November in company with Miss Lida 
Gardner I made a trip through Kentucky to 
see the results of Miss Gardner’s work there. 
Meetings of associations were addressed at the 
following places: Frankfort, Bridgeport, Ver- 
sailes, and Owensboro. 

I visited New Hampshire in regard to the 
work there, and have attended all the three 
national board of managers meetings and 
executive committee meetings. 


REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT Mrs. J. C. Topp, 
Tacoma, WaAsH., May 18, 1920 

It is again a matter of regret to me that I will 
be unable to attend our national convention. 
As vice-president, no calls have been made upon 
me for service and the only time I really had 
any opportunity in that capacity was at the 
very beginning of the term when I was in Port- 
land to attend the National Educational Asso- 
ciation. I did have the opportunity then to 
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confer with the Parent-Teacher Association 
workers there on matters concerning their state 
work from the angle of a national vice-president. 
I am a sort of “Handy Andy” in our own state 
branch and I love it, and no one, myself least of 
all, ever thinks of me from a national angle. 

I would dearly love to be interested and active 
from the national standpoint and I wish I might 
enjoy the inspiration of the convention this 
year. 

My heart will be with you and I send my love 
and greetings to those whom I have had the 
pleasure of meeting and to those others whom 
I would like to know. 

Giapys Corninc Topp (Mrs. J. C.) 


REPORT OF Mrs. Epwarp A. TUTTLE, HONORARY 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


The work for the national association has 
been speaking of and for this beautiful mother 
work at every opportunity. Have been amazed 
and shocked by the lack of knowledge of those 
who have recently come into the parent-teacher 
school clubs, knowing absolutely nothing of the 
Congress of Mothers, or headquarters at Wash- 
ington, or the early days and our object. 

At Port Chester district meeting, we had the 
honor of speaking to them, and telling of the 
National Congress work; of the Washington 
meetings and of our Founder, dear Mrs. Theo- 
dore Birney. We hope and trust some good seed 
was planted to help and increase our National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation work and interest. 

“‘ A League of Mothers Clubs”’ has been formed 
in Queens, L. I., by a bright, capable woman ,who 
knew nothing of the ‘“‘Congress of Mothers.” 
She accidentally heard of our Mother Club and 
came to us for information. We gave what we 
had, and sent her request to Washington. 
She has since formed a Mothers Club in Doug- 
laston, L. I. “The Queensboro League”’ is 
among the schools. This lady, Mrs. Park 
Mathewson, is now president of the N. Y. City 
Mothers Club. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dora C. TuTtLe (Mrs. E. A.) 


SUMMARY OF TREASURER’S REPORT, APRIL I5, 
1919 TO APRIL 14, 1920. 
POE. 4s hk « Sade «<> 603 be anes eee 
Disbursements 11,689.92 
Balance on hand, April 14, 1920 
HENRIETTA K. ROWELL, Treasurer 
Auditor, Mrs. B. T. HARDEMAN 
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number of copies of the report prepared for 
distribution. 


REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT Mrs. PHILANDER 
P. CLAXTON 


My dear Friends: 1 cannot be with you, for 
which I am very sorry. It has been a great 
deprivation to sit by and see others work and 
play and I not be able to join them. There has 
been much desire to serve but the body has been 
weak and who knows but “those also serve who 
wait.” 

I tried to render the Congress some service 
during the summer of 1918 at the headquarters 
in Washington as chairman of the hostess com- 
mittee, when I secured hostesses for each week 
until I was so ill I finally had to leave my home 
for the hospital. 

In all these long, weary months I have had 
time to think and observe and I have thought 
much of the Mothers Congress and I have a 
great hope for its future as I had faith in its 
past. 

I make this one plea above all else: that it 
keep its spirit of love and helpfulness and not 
become just a great organization whose rdle 
is “duty,’’ not “the spirit of joy to render a 
service.” 

It should be so open-minded that the poorest, 
most obscure little mother will call to it for help, 
it should be a bulwark of strength, not criticism, 
for the obscure little teacher, and give her 
encuragement and hope she needs it. 

I hope the Congress will never lose the ideals 
for which it was created and for which it has 
existed. 

It has been my pleasure and profit to work with 
many of the officers and members of the Congress 
from the president down to the last new recruit 
and I have never met more zealous women for 
doing good, noble work and kindly service and 
I am sending this note to say I am grateful for 
the friendship and association of such women. 

May this meeting be all you hope for it and all 
it should be in real service to those who need it 
most. I beg to send you my greetings and my 
love. 

Faithfully, 
Mary H. Ciaxton (Mrs. P.P.) 


REporT OF Miss ELIZABETH HARRISON, CHICAGO 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


I have something I want much to bring before 
this Conference of National Congress Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations. 

I very much desire our National Congress 
of Mothers, Fathers and Teachers to take up 
the following subject for investigation: ‘‘ What 
Kind of Education is going to Help Our Homes 
the Most?” 

The head of a large boarding school for young 
women has asked me to send her the list of 
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studies recommended by the National Congress 
of Mothers for young girls who in all probability 
will marry and have homes and children. 

I had to reply that as yet as an organization 
we had not sufficiently studied the subject to 
feel warranted in sending out such a list. 

She seemed very much astonished, and replied 
that she supposed that this would be almost 
the first subject taken up at Parent-Teacher 
meetings. 

Now, what I want to know is, will it be 
possible for each state president to see to it that 
one meeting of every National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher .Associations this 
next year be given to this topic, that the con- 
sensus of such meetings be sent to the State presi- 
dents and they bring the same to their next 
annual meeting for condensing and restating? 
Then to have this presented to a selected set of 
experts in education, or perhaps an “advisory 
committee.” Then handed back with their 
suggestions, criticisms, etc., and same to be 
printed in each state bulletin with a request for 
comment from parents whose children were 
making new homes of their own. (Mothers-in- 
law would see many of the mistakes of the past; 
also maiden aunts). Anyhow, it would start the 
question as to just how much the present-day 
education of women is doing. The recent war 
startled all America as to the inadequacy of our 
boys’ education. But nothing has been done 
as to our girls, except in some few individual 
schools, such as Dr. Frances Work in Los 
Angeles, the. present effort at Berkeley, and a 
few others. The secretary of the Association of 
Collegiate Alumne frankly confessed to me 
that they were disappointed in the results of 
college education for women. 

I do not want the training of women to be any 
less thorough or less broad than that of men. 
But I think it ought to be different and I think 
the National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations is the organization that 
ought to take up the subject, digest it as nearly 
as they can and present the results of their 
earnest consultation, their wisdom born of 
experience, and their love of children to the 
United States Government. 

Pardon me if I seem too insistent. I have 
not meant to be. And give my love to every 
member present. 


REPORT OF Mrs. MILTon P. HIGGINs, VICE- 
PRESIDENT, WORCESTER, MaAss., 1919-20 


The most forward-looking step which I have 
to report as Vice-President is the forming of the 
New England Council of Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, in June, 1919. The object of this 
council is to stimulate interest and inspiration, 
to strengthen and extend the Parent-Teacher 
Association work in New England. 

Each state is represented in the council by 
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it president, secretary and three delegates. 
Three meetings have been held, one in connec- 
tion with the Massachusetts State convention, 
another at the time of the midwinter meeting 
of the Rhode Island Congress and still another in 
Connecticut at the time of their convention. 
This council has brought all the states in New 
England into touch with what each one is doing 
and has afforded the state officers opportunity to 
become acquainted. Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut have sent dele- 
gates to the various meetings. 

The officers of the Council are: Chairman, 
Mrs. C. H. Remington, of Rhode Island; first 
Vice-Chairman, Mrs. George Chandler, of 
Connecticut; second Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Woos- 
ter Webber, of Connecticut; Recording Secretary, 
Mrs. F. W. Pier, of Vermont; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Ruth Bottomly, of Massa- 
chusetts; Treasurer, Mrs. Edward Moulton, of 
Rhode Island. 

I have attended and spoken at the state 
conventions of Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee, 
Iowa, Rhode Island and Connecticut and the 
district meeting of the St. Louis County Parent- 
Teacher Associations at Webster Groves, Mis- 
souri. 

I have attended the Social Morality Conference 
at the Child Welfare meeting of the Children’s 
Bureau at Chicago, and have been a delegate 
at the convention of the National Council of 
Women at St. Louis and attended the National 
Conference on Community Organization at 
Washington, D. C. 

In November in company with Miss Lida 
Gardner I made a trip through Kentucky to 
see the results of Miss Gardner’s work there. 
Meetings of associations were addressed at the 
following places: Frankfort, Bridgeport, Ver- 
sailes, and Owensboro. 

I visited New Hampshire in regard to the 
work there, and have attended all the three 
national board of managers meetings and 
executive committee meetings. 


REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT Mrs. J. C. Topp, 
Tacoma, WAsH., MAy 18, 1920 

It is again a matter of regret to me that I will 
be unable to attend our national convention. 
As vice-president, no calls have been made upon 
me for service and the only time I really had 
any Opportunity in that capacity was at the 
very beginning of the term when I was in Port- 
land to attend the National Educational Asso- 
ciation. I did have the opportunity then to 


345 


confer with the Parent-Teacher Association 
workers there on matters concerning their state 
work from the angle of a national vice-president. 
I am a sort of “Handy Andy” in our own state 
branch and I love it, and no one, myself least of 
all, ever thinks of me from a national angle. 

I would dearly love to be interested and active 
from the national standpoint and I wish I might 
enjoy the inspiration of the convention this 
year. 

My heart will be with you and I send my love 
and greetings to those whom I have had the 
pleasure of meeting and to those others whom 
I would like to know. 

Giapys CornInNG Topp (Mrs. J. C.) 


Report OF Mrs. Epwarp A. TuTTLE, HONORARY 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


The work for the national association has 
been speaking of and for this beautiful mother 
work at every opportunity. Have been amazed 
and shocked by the lack of knowledge of those 
who have recently come into the parent-teacher 
school clubs, knowing absolutely nothing of the 
Congress of Mothers, or headquarters at Wash- 
ington, or the early days and our object. 

At Port Chester district meeting, we had the 
honor of speaking to them, and telling of the 
National Congress work; of the Washington 
meetings and of our Founder, dear Mrs. Theo- 
dore Birney. We hope and trust some good seed 
was planted to help and increase our National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation work and interest. 

“‘ A League of Mothers Clubs”’ has been formed 
in Queens, L. I., by a bright, capable woman ,who 
knew nothing of the ‘Congress of Mothers.” 
She accidentally heard of our Mother Club and 
came to us for information. We gave what we 
had, and sent her request to Washington. 
She has since formed a Mothers Club in Doug- 
laston, L. I. “The Queensboro League”’ is 
among the schools. This lady, Mrs. Park 
Mathewson, is now president of the N. Y. City 
Mothers Club. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dora C. TuTTLeE (Mrs. E. A.) 


SUMMARY OF TREASURER’S REPORT, APRIL 15, 
1919 TO APRIL 14, 1920. 
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Balance on hand, April 14, 1920 
HENRIETTA K. ROWELL, Treasurer 
Auditor, Mrs. B. T. HARDEMAN 


11,689.92 
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Child-Welfare Notes. 


A GREAT WoRK 


The National Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher associations, which has been in session 
in’ Madison for several days and has now nearly 
completed the work of the present session, 
exemplified a splendid spirit of service in the 
cause of the general welfare. Its ideals are 
high, and its work encourages the practical 
application of principles of social science which 
underlie all human progress. Nothing can 
transcend in importance the problems with 
which it deals—problems the right solution of 
which means so much for the future. The 
organization carries an encouraging message for 
the well-being of the race, for its work is one 
which must needs develop and become increas- 
ingly useful. It is organized effort such as 
this which routs the forces of ignorance and evil 
and turns on the light of that knowledge which 
means the best attainable in human fitness.— Wis- 
consin Journal. 


H&RBERT HOOVER BELIEVES CHILD-WELFARE 
THE GREATEST WORK FOR AMERICA 


“Tf we could systematically grapple with the 
whole child problem in the United States, if we 
could insist on the proper conditions of birth, 
upon proper safeguarding of the general health 
of children and upon proper education, we could 
then say with confidence that the whole problem 
of Americanization would be met in twenty years 
by its complete accomplishment, that our public 
health and efficiency would be enormously im- 
proved, that the sanity, morals and stability of 
the whole population would be advanced beyond 
anything that any nation has yet aspired to. 

We have amply demonstrated in this country 
that if this sort of thing is to be accomplished, 
it must be developed out of the conscience of 
every separate community. Such problems 
cannot be solved by benevolent dictatorship or 
the central government. The solution must 
come from the devotion of small groups in every 
center, spreading thought and service into every 
individual home.” 


‘“TRAINING LITTLE CHILDREN”’ 


Mothers who desire to have assistance in the 
problems they encounter in the care of their 
children may receive help by writing to the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C., and asking 
for a copy of the Educational Bulletin, 1919, 
No. 39, Training Little Children, enclosing 
fifteen cents in money (not stamps). This 
bulletin contains 52 articles, nearly all of which 
were written by mothers who were formerly 
kindergarten teachers and are, therefore, emi- 


nently qualified to give advice and suggestions 
on child training. 


GOVERNOR COOLIDGE VETOES STATE CENSOR- 
SHIP OF MOTION PICTURES 


Governor Coolidge of Massachusetts has 
vetoed the bill for state censorship of motion 
pictures. This action is approved by many. 

A careful study of the development of the 
Better Film idea in states which have censorship 
brings out the following facts: First, the bill is 
passed, becomes a law, followed by the selection 
of a small, politically appointed board to act on 
films. Second, this board begins to make cuts in 
pictures for adults in accordance either with 
established law or their own ideas, and the 
people who urge the passage of the bill are 
lulled into a sense of false security. Third, 
after a couple of years of results, they look about 
for the protection they expected for young 
people and gradually are filled with a deep and 
growing sense of disappointment. 

Ohio, Kansas, Pennsylvania and Maryland 
have state censorship and have given it a fair 
test. 

The National Motion Picture League in New 
York City has secured the privilege of viewing 
all motion pictures before they are shown any- 
where. It publishes each week a list of films 
that can be recommended. 

Those who subscribe to the list can then take 
it to motion picture houses and ask that these 
films be ordered. The plan is far better than to 
wait until bad films are shown. “Overcome 
evil with good”’ is a wise principle. 

Professor Dudley, of Wisconsin University, 
president of Visual Education Association, 
heartily endorses the work of the National 
Motion Picture League, which is noncommercial, 
and whose officers and managers have no finan- 
cial interest in any film productions. 


Tuts NORMAL SCHOOL HAS LARGE REGISTRATION 
OF PUPILS 


Twice as many students enrolled in the summer 
school at Slippery Rock State Normal School, 
Pennsylvania, as last year. 

Doctor Eisenberg, principal of Slippery 
Rock State Normal, claims this fall’s attendance 
will surpass any in the history of the normal 
schools in Pennsylvania because this fall will be 
the first that the new course of study will operate 
and difficult adjustments in credits can best be 
made then. 

The requirements to teach in Pennsylvania 
are being raised and this fall will see a lot of odds 
and ends of credits being straightened out by 
the teachers possessing them in order to have a 
clean slate for the future advanced requirements. 
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Granting the Child’s Desires 


By ELIZABETH HEPBURN 


So many mothers have the bad habit of refusing 
their children’s requests just upon general prin- 
ciples, without giving the slightest thought to 
the nature of the request or the reasons for its 
refusal. 

Before the words ‘Mother, may I look at 
your big book?” are fairly out of the child’s 
mouth the answer comes promptly, ‘“ No, mother 
doesn’t want you to now. Play with something 
else.”” If the mother would analyze her reasons 
for her refusal doubtless she would be amazed 
to find them resting upon very trivial and often 
selfish motives. Perhaps she was sewing and 
did not wish to be disturbed at that moment to 
hand the child the book. Perhaps she feared 
the child’s careless handling of the book might 
harm it. In any event the child had the right 
to know why his simple and inoffensive request 
was refused and if no reason was forthcoming 
he could not help but feel that he had not been 
justly dealt with. Many children will resort 
to whining and coaxing when their wants are 
refused them and often succeed in obtaining 
them when the timid child does not. The 
mother succumbs to the coaxing but seldom with 
a good grace or without making unkind remarks. 
These the fearful sensitive child so dreads that 
he will relinquish the desire rather than call 
them forth. Relinquish it outwardly but seldom 
inwardly. Most of us know only too well the 
unhappy, restless feeling that ensues from carry- 
ing about in our minds unfulfilled desires. 
Children suffer in the same respect, their, to us, 
trivial desires being often deep rooted. The 
mother who values her child’s health and happi- 
ness will be careful not to dismiss his desires 
carelessly and thoughtlessly. 

| remember so well a small request that was 
denied me when I was a child of ten. My 
parents, upon their return home from a trip up 
the Great Lakes had brought me a miniature 
bark canoe made by the Indians at Duluth. 
The canoe was placed upon the mantel as an 
ornament. I was consumed with a desire to 
test the floating possibilities of the canoe by 
trying it in the bath tub. My mother refused 
me kindly but firmly. I seldom made definite 
requests of my elders and never coaxed. Con- 
sequently the subject was dropped, as far as my 
mother was concerned, and never referred to 
again. It was not dropped as far as I was 


concerned, however. The desire still possessed 
me in full force, particularly when I stood beside 
the mantel and watched the little boat with 
longing eyes. Often I would lock my hands 
together tightly behind my back to keep them 
from disobedience, for the temptation was 
strong upon me to try the canoe some time when 
my mother was out of the house. I never did 
it, but neither did I ever part with the desire. 
The canoe has been lost long ago but I believe it 
would afford me much satisfaction today, grown 
woman that I am, to try that self-same canoe 
in the water. 

My mother never knew of my temptation or 
of the depth of my desire. Doubtless she would 
have granted my request had she understood, 
for she was a kind hearted woman. Had she 
gone with me to the bath room and tried the 
boat in the water for just a brief second, just 
long enough to convince me that it would float, 
I would have been satisfied and been spared 
much unnecessary temptation and inward 
rebellion. The damage to the boat would have 
been slight, a slight discoloration perhaps, 
perhaps not even that, but certainly as nothing 
compared to the damage the refusal to try it did 
to my character. 

But to return to the child who wanted to look 
at his mother’s big book. The wise mother 
would have granted this request; placed the 
child at a table, taught him to turn the pages 
carefully and then resuming her work have sat 
nearby where she could watch the child unnoticed, 
noting the pictures that called forth his special 
enthusiasm. A child is natural and consistent 
and will reveal his likes and dislikes freely if not 
too much noticed and ridiculed by his elders 
and it is through observing these small likes 
and dislikes that the mother is taught her child’s 
strongest bent and thus is able to help him later 
in choosing his life work. 

So listen to the children, dear mothers, you 
who have their welfare so closely at heart, and 
grant their requests whenever possible, not in a 
grudging half-hearted spirit, but gladly and 
joyously. Make them feel that you are glad 
to help them attain their little desires, prove it 
by making some sacrifices if necessary, and oh! 
they will love you with an overwhelming love 
and gratitude that will last forever. 
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Save and Forget 


Elsie Janis, whose efforts to entertain the 
men overseas-throughout the war have been 
widely recognized by members of the A. E. F., 
did not cease her patriotic efforts with the close 
of the war. Long before she became a theatri- 
cal luminary, Miss Janis used to go to school in 
Columbus, Ohio. When she heard _the children 
of Columbus were conducting a thrift drive 
this month, Miss Janis wrote to the youngsters 
where she went to school encouraging them in 
their efforts to save. 

Miss Janis has a unique system for saving. 
She says the best way to save is to forget about 
spending. “I’ve come to the conclusion,” 
she wrote, ‘‘that the best way to save money is 
to learn to forget. If you want something badly 
that you know you can’t afford, think it over, 
take the money and put it away and then for- 
get it. You will find that you can live without 
the object you desired—and you can make ends 
meet without the money you would have paid 
for it. I went into a shop the other day firmly 
intending to buy several gowns. When a simple 
blue serge dress was two hundred, an evening 
gown two fifty and a coat six hundred, I walked 
right out and turned on all the Christian sci- 
ence I possess. I took fifty dollars and with 
it bought mother and myself each a hat and some 
gloves. I took the thousand that I would have 
paid if I had not come to in time, and bought 
a $1000 Treasury Savings certificate. We came 


home and pulled out all our last year’s dresses 
and decided that the styles of last year were 
better than this year—we forgot about the 
certificate but it won’t forget about us because it 
is going to pay us 4.27 per cent. for not being 
weak-minded and vain about clothes. 

“Tf you are a kiddie and your father gives 
you, let us say, fifty cents a week, you are a 
lucky kiddie—but if by chance he did do so, 
try going without some little thing that costs 
a dime every week and you will be surprised 
how little you will miss the little thing that you 
go without and how proud you will be when the 
dimes get to be dollars. 

“The man, woman or child who has the capac- 
ity for making money and no talent for saving 
it is like a man with a glorious singing voice 
who is stone deaf. He can make a lot of noise 
for a short time and then ? The life of a 
real moneymaker is about fifteen years. Once 
you learn to make it, it comes easy, but unless 
you learn to save it, it goes easier. People 
rarely sympathize with a person who has had 
money and lost it. Of him the world says: 
“Poor boob, he had his chance, Why didn’t 
he hang on to it.” 

“T am beginning to sound like Mrs. Shylock 
but really I am sincere. Save and forget— 
and they never will give a benefit for you in 
your old age.” 








FIRST TOPIC— 


PROGRAM FOR PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 


FOR JULY AND AUGUST 


The Programs given from month to month require the service of three members 
of the association for each meeting. They develop home talent, at the same time 
providing papers of educational value in child-nurture. 
for the season’s meetings, and awaken wider interest in child-welfare as the mem- 
bers learn of the movement throughout the world. 


Proceedings of National Convention Reports of National Officers, 1919-20. 
SECOND TOPIC—(To be assigned to another member). 
What Parent-Teacher Associations in other States are Doing. 


THIRD TOPIC—(To be assigned to third member). 


They ensure a high standard 


Current Events on Child-Welfare from Child-Welfare Notes and elsewhere. 


List of Loan Papers on Child Nurture suitable for programs may be secured by 
sending 2 cent stamp to National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, 1314 Mass. Ave., Washington, D. C. 
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STATE NEWS 


Annual Reports of Presidents of State Branches 


ARIZONA 


Our membership decreased during the war 
and influenza. Thirteen new associations have 
joined us. Total membership 1,200, being an 
increase of 309 per cent. 

The field has broadened greatly. People are 
interested in the work, and anxious to have a 
part in it. 

Departments organized: Extension and 
Membership, Child Hygiene, Home Economics, 
Library and Loan Papers, Juvenile Court and 
Probation, Child-Welfare Magazine, Press and 
Publicity, Kindergarten, Americanization and 
Social Extension. 

One Local Council of Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations has been organized. 

We have coéperated with the Thrift Move- 
ment, Increase of Teachers’ Salaries, supported 
Maternity and Infancy Bill, Smith-Towner bill 
and Physical Education bill. Are coéperating 
with State Americanization Board by appointing 
a member to that board, and establishing a 
department of Americanization. 

One of our members is the head of child-welfare 
in the State Board of Health and works through 
our organizations. 

The Local Council is furnishing periodicals 
for the American Legion. 

We have full codperation of the State Univer- 
sity Extension Department, Dr. Lockwood, 
director of the department, giving us a fine 
address at our annual banquet, and the county 
home advisors always willing to give demonstra- 
tions and talks to the associations. 

Coéperation of the normal schools is given 
by having the work explained to outgoing grad- 
uates, 

Altogether the foundation is laid for a great 
movement forward in the coming year. 


CONNECTICUT 


Two new Mothers’ Circles have been organized 
during 1919-20, six new parent-teacher asso- 
ciations, and one County Council. 

One county conference of parents and teachers 
has been held. 

To interest influential women in our work 
invitations to become sustaining members have 
been sent out. Codperated with the following 
agencies working along allied lines with great 
benefit to our own activities: Farm Bureau 
Extension Department of Connecticut Agricul- 
tural College, State Teachers’ Association, 
State Normal School for Kindergarten Teachers 
in New Britain, State Child Welfare Commis- 
sion (appointed by the state legislature), Con- 
necticut Society for Social Hygiene, State 


Board of Health, State Board of Education, 
State Park Board and Recreation Committee, 
State Americanization Committee, Interchurch 
World Movement. 

We have excellent and liberal help from 
State Department of Education. 

Minutes of National Board meetings have 
been discussed and items pertaining to local 
activities or of general interest to all Congress 
members have been embodied in the bulletin 
which is sent to all local clubs with the request 
that the bulletins be discussed in open meetings. 
We have urged that the local clubs give enter- 
tainments for the benefit of the National Head- 
quarters, and the proceeds from such benefits 
have been duly forwarded. All state chairmen 
are required to keep in touch with the allied 
national chairmen. The state president in 
addressing local clubs makes it a point to impress 
the members that they are members also of a 
national body and must support its work, ex- 
plaining that is it like missionary work for, 
although they cannot always see what is done 
with the money spent, there is a joy in knowing 
that they are spreading child-welfare work and 
are a part of the great national movement which 
to our minds is the biggest movement of the 
day! 

We have observed Child-Welfare Day with 
special programs and birthday offerings for the 
National Congress. $126.50 was sent to the 
fund, the clubs responding almost 100 per cent. 

Patriotic Work Done by State and Local 
Branches. Large placards, readable across a 
room, were printed by the chairman of Com- 
munity Service and given to each association 
with the request that the hymn “America” be 
memorized. A leaflet was compiled and dis- 
tributed noting all patriotic holidays with appro- 
priate sentiments. An explanation was included 
of the raising of the flag at half mast, full mast, 
etc. Community Singing has been encouraged 
through local clubs and patriotic songs especially 
emphasized so that everyone might become 
familiar with them. We have urged that school 
exhibitions include patriotic addresses and that 
children may learn to distinguish rank in army 
and navy. 

Each club was urged to give an entertainment 
for National Headquarters Fund and as a result 
$80.00 was sent, $50 of which came from the 
Hartford Motherhood Club. 

Through our “visiting teacher’ or “school 
councillor’’ valuable work has been done for 
exceptional or erring children. The visiting 
teacher is a medium between the teacher and the 
parent, working hand in glove with the Parent- 
Teacher association in every case. 
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The most valuable outside work was done in 
behalf of increasing teachers’ salaries. It has 
become our policy for the president and state 
organizer to go into a county center, stop at 
the leading hotel, and branch out into the sur- 
rounding towns every day, working with the 
farm bureau agent, who has a car. Thus 
groups of clubs have been interested in our work 
simultaneously. We have established an iron- 
bound system of having each standing committee 
hand in at each executive board meeting of the 
State Congress a typed report of the work accom- 
plished together with a definite plan of activity 
for the next two months. These are printed in 
our bulletin. Our board meetings have averaged 
about 35 to 38 at each meeting. The board 
includes presidents of local clubs, the chairmen 
of standing committees, and state officers. 
The organization of the New England Conference 
was the outcome of a call by Mrs. Milton P. 
Higgins for a conference of neighboring states in 
Boston, June 10, 1919. Officers were appointed. 
During the year four meetings have been ar- 
ranged following state conventions and each 
was enthusiastically attended. Excellent re- 
ports of the work being accomplished by neigh- 
boring states were taken back by the delegates. 
We strongly recommend such conferences where 
neighboring states are unequally organized so 
that inspiration and suggestions mya be sent 
from active to weaker states. { 

We now have 3,780 members reckoned ac- 
cording to the per capita ratio and about a 
thousand more members of clubs affiliated. 


DELAWARE 


During the war our Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion work was entirely suspended, and the time 
and energy of our members were given to state 
child-welfare work. 

There has been a decided renewal of interest 
this year, despite the complete upheaval of our 
school system. 

Most of the 125 Parent-Teacher Associations 
organized under Dr. Wagner, our former com- 
missioner of education, were not affiliated with the 
state branch. When these were formed Dr. 
Wagner advocated no dues. That being the 
case we can all understand why the membership 
has faded away. This idea must be changed. 

We hope to build up our membership during 
the present year.. 


IDAHO 


Mrs. E. J. Payne, retiring president of the 
Idaho Congress of Mothers, sends the following 
report for the year ending June 1, 1920, em- 
bodying answers to the questionnaire sent out 
by the National: 

I. We have only one new Mothers Circle 
and that came in by affiliation, for the most part 
the Parent-Teacher Associations have been 
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given precedence this year owing to the nec: 
for the ‘Back to the School Movement,”’ a: 
the problems incident to the shortage of teach: 
their salaries, etc. 

2. We have sixteen new Parent-Teac! 
Associations, and five resuscitated. The war 
and Red Cross activities had temporarily sub- 
merged many of our most active circles, and 
what those two agencies did not do the epidemics 
and high cost of living problems did, toward 
retarding the work of our organizations, but a 
renewed interest is shown all along the line 
and the future looks hopeful. 

3. We have not organized any parents’ 
associations in churches, but we know of one 
which is ideal, it is the mothers of the Cradle 
Roll Babies in the First Baptist Church in 
Boise. Said Cradle Roll contains the names 
of more than 200 babies. The mothers meet once 
a month for systematic study and social inter- 
course. 

4. We have county vice-presidents in nine 
counties; three have held county councils, but 
only one has held county conferences between 
parents and teachers this year. It was well 
attended by large delegations from thirteen 
circles and much enthusiasm manifested. 

A complete county organization was effected 
and plans outlined for future work. 

5. The extension work has consisted largely 
of creating interest through correspondence 
and the sending out of literature. The president 
spoke before the State Teachers Association, 
and the vice-president at large before the 
teachers’ institute for southeastern Idaho, 
creating interest in the work. If we could have 
had an organizer in the field much more good 
would have been the result. 

6. We do not have chairmen for all national 
departments, but are working only ten of them, 
expecting to take up the others as the need 
develops, and we find persons fitted for chair- 
manships. 

7. The ones we feature are: Americanization, 
Child Hygiene, Child Welfare Day, Country 
Life, Humane Education, Home Economics, 
Legislative, Loan Papers and Magazines, Mem- 
bership, Juvenile Court, Press and Publicity. 

8. We enjoy the coéperation of the University 
Extension Department in securing public welfare 
nurses in the various counties, etc. One of their 
field workers is our chairman of home economics. 

9g. The State Department of Education also 
codperates with us as sustaining members, 
speaking for us whenever an opportunity offers, 
sending’ out letters to teachers over the state in 
support of our Humane week, and health work, 
as well as in our legislative work, and encouraging 
the teachers to form Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions in each district. 

10. We never miss an opportunity to promote 
interest of members in support of national work. 
I have given 12 addresses in which the main idea 
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was the big opportunity we have of being a part 
of the Big Movement as well as doing the things 
next at hand. We sent out from our office 
programs for Child-Welfare Day, and gave 
three pages in our year book for the national 
president’s message, besides sending out cir- 
cular letters to each circle in the interest of 
national as well as state work. 

11. We have urged each circle to observe 
Child-Welfare Day with special program, and 
birthday offering; a number have done so, and 
still others had it planned and the influenza 
epidemic prevented. 

12. As to patriotic work done by local branches 
they have not reported to me on such work this 
year, though I am sure much has been done, 
knowing with what enthusiasm and vim the work 
was carried on last year. Personally I have 
given the American creed to be put up in many 
school rooms, and served on the executive com- 
mittee for the celebration of American Day in 
Boise, Ada Co., May I. 

13. We have codperated in the thrift move- 
ment, taking part in Burbank Federation 
meetings where all clubs of Ada County spent 
the day in discussing ways and means of com- 
bating the H. C. L. propositions, and set the 
example by making over clothes both for myself 
and high-school daughter. Also securing a 
place on the program of said Burbank meeting 
for a representative from the Teachers Associa- 
tion to speak on the teachers salaries. We have 
heartily supported the Maternity and Infant 
Bill, Smith and Towner Bill, Physical Education 
Bill, and Immigration Bill, by resolutions at 
state and county and executive board meetings, 
and Burbank Federation, endorsing them and 
sending a copy of the resolutions to our repre- 
sentatives in Washington, D. C. 

14. I have endeavored to promote contribu- 
tions to fund for national headquarters through 
addresses made and the letters sent out, and 
urged the board to make a pledge at the Na- 
tional Convention. 

15. The question whether Parent-Teacher 
Associations have aided school principals in 
special cases of exceptional or erring children 
is one I have no way of answering, since the 
circles have not reported to me on the subject. 

16. But one of the valuable activities in our 
organization has been that of Mrs. B. W. Rice, 
chairman of juvenile court and probation. 
Her methods are preventative rather than 
corrective. This is her plan: she has a number 
of friendly mothers over the state who take the 
erring one under her special care, writing letters, 
sending little gifts, and visiting them, in fact 
saving them by loving them. She and her 
husband have advertisements in the daily 

ane! want-ad columns telling anyone who 

1eeds a friend to come to them, and it is wonder- 
fy ful the amount of good they do. They have 
‘ number of physicians who give their services 


when the need arises, and the county in which 
they live furnish them an automobile to use 
in their work. Another valuable work has been 
done along the line of child hygiene (see Mrs. 
Dickie’s report attached) and the securing of 
the county public health nurses under our new 
law, in nine counties, and thus getting the 
health work in our schools. The humane work, 
in which hundreds of posters are made by the 
children during Humane Week, Bands of 
Mercy formed, and humane essays written. 
This department not only inculcates love and 
kindness in the hearts of the children, but actually 
is a service in an economic way, saving the 
lives of herds on the hillsides that die every 
winter needlessly. Our loan papers are being 
of service to the local circles and we have a 
larger subscription list to the CHILD-WELFARE 
MAGAZINE than we have ever had. We have 
a permanent rest room at the State Fair where 
children are cared for, and literature given out 
in the interest of our organization, and one 
piece of work we did last winter that is worthy 
of mention is the joint action of our organization 
and the W. C. T. U. in causing to be closed the 
demoralizing part of the carnivals. In fact we 
are not to have a carnival at all during the coming 
state fair. 

Another valuable work is in assisting our 
welfare nurses in Boise and Ada County in the 
establishment of a home for girls, there is one 
detention room and a venereal disease clinic, 
and treatment room in connection with the 
institution. The press chairman also did 
valuable work. She had a column in both 
daily state papers once a week, besides special 


_ announcements. 


17. The membership has-increased 100 per 
cent. this year according to our treasurer’s 
book; last year we had 500 members, and to 
date we have 1,000 members, and the dues are 
still coming in. 

This does not include our 50 sustaining mem- 
bers, who are not also active members. 


Cuitp HYGIENE DEPARTMENT 


The duties of this department as outlined by 
the national congress for this year were: (1) to 
work for the establishment of a department of 
child hygiene in every state and local board of 
health; (2) to codperate in the promotion of 
all measures which will prevent infant mortality 
and promote health of children; (3) report as to 
number of local associations from which she has 
received coéperation. 

The first was easy, for Idaho already has the 
law referred to. Two years ago there were but 
seven states having a department of child 
hygiene while now there are 30. 

In regard to the second duty, we have en- 
deavored, both as a department and as a state 
organization to have our associations over the 
state assist in urging county commissioners 
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to provide for public health nurses in their 
counties. There are about eight at the present 
time, ‘with the prospect of more when the new 
tax levy will provide funds for that purpose. 
The two nurses in Ada county have proven their 
worth in the six months trial and doubtless the 
same is true elsewhere. 

My assistance to the circles consisted in send- 
ing a package of about 20 kinds of literature to 
the president of each association, also enclosing 
a letter suggesting that each Parent-Teacher 
Association should give the time of one meeting 
to this subject; that each president should 
appoint a chairman of child hygiene whose duty 
would be to keep in touch with every mother in 
the district and see that she had the kind of 
literature that would help her most; report to 
the county nurse anyone in the district who needs 
her help; study the new federal maternity and 
infant welfare bill; codperate with the schools 
in carrying out the following plans of the 
United States bureau of education. 

1. That weighing scales be placed in every 
school in the country, either through public 
or private agencies. 

2. That the pupil’s regular report card, which 
is taken home monthly, include a report of the 
child’s progress in weight as well as in arithmetic, 
spelling, deportment, etc. 

3. That time be given in the school program 
for a daily lesson in health. 

4. That the hot school lunch be included as a 
regular part of the school program in rural 
communities as well as in cities. 

Many circles have carried oui a part of these 
plans, but Besslyn Parent-Teacher Association 
was the only one reporting having weighing 
scales in the school. 

I was enabled to mail out literature without 
expense to the organization because the franking 
privilege was allowed me another year. At my 
request literature was also sent to each president 
direct from the children’s bureau and pamphlets 
along the line of social purity from the public 
welfare department of our state. 

At the state fair a booth was maintained 
where literature was given out and subscriptions 
taken for good magazines. 

I have spoken five times before clubs in the 
interest of child welfare and hygiene. 

Representing Idaho on the advisory committee 
of the national child welfare department, I have 
been able to secure resolutions from the state 
boards of the Congress of Mothers, W. C. T. U., 
Federated Clubs, Ada and Canyon county rural 
clubs and several local clubs, endorsing federal 
maternity and infant welfare bill now in con- 
gress. 

Where there is a state department of child 
hygiene it would have charge of this work. 

England passed a similar law two years ago 
and France now has a bill in parliament which 
provides assistance to expectant mothers, 
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married or unmarried, during the whole period 
of pregnancy. 

In closing I would mention one more impor- 
tant matter, that of birth registration. There 
are but 20 states in the birth registration area, 
which means that 90 per cent. of their births 
are recorded. Idaho is not one of them, although 
we have a law requiring birth registration. 
Will you help to see that it is enforced? Birth 
registration is necessary to prove age and citizen- 
ship, right to go to school, right to work, right 
to an inheritance, right to marry, right to hold 
office, right to secure passports for foreign 
travel, to prove mother’s right to widow’s 
pension. 


We have registered our incomes, 
Just as the law demands; 
We've registered our autos, 
Our houses and our lands; 
We've registered our motor boats, 
At Uncle Samuel’s call— 
Then why not register the most 
Important thing of all? 


We've registered our incomes, 
Our horses and our mules; 
We've listed all our property 
According to the rules; 
We've counted all our country’s wealth, 
Our cattle, wheat and corn— 
But no one knows how many 
Future citizens are born. 


Now, since we’ve inventoried 
"Most everything on earth. 

Why don’t we take some notice 
Of a human being’s birth? 

And while we count each slice of beef 
And every ton of coal, 

Why don’t we count that priceless thing, 
A newborn human soul? 


INDIANA 


We had 50 associations in membership on 
May I, 1919, and 115 on May 1, 1920. We had 
1,054 paid members on May 1, 1919, and 4,865 
on May I, 1920. 

At the annual convention 117 voting delegates 
were present. Codperation of State Board of 
Education, state superintendent of public 
instruction, State Board of Health, State 
University and the Indiana Child-Welfare 
Association has been given. 

The State Parent-Teacher Association is a 
member of the Governor’s Welfare conference, 
having two delegates in attendance at every 
meeting. The state president is a member of 
the advisory council of the Indiana Child- 
Welfare Association, a member of the committee 
of fifteen, appointed by the state superintendent 
on the emergency in education, a member of the 
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woman’s committee of the Inter-Church World 
Movement. 

The most important work accomplished during 
the past year is as follows: 

Admission into the Indiana State Teachers’ 
Association as a section, thus giving us recog- 
nition as an educational body. 

The state Parent-Teacher Association incor- 
porated, and articles of association filed with 
the proper authorities. 

On December first we accomplished a most 
important piece of work when the state univer- 
sity opened a Bureau of Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, giving us secretarial service and fur- 
nishing a member of the faculty of the University 
as executive secretary of the Indiana Parent- 
Teacher Associations. Through the Bureau we 
are able to send out each month a bulletin which 
has proved very helpful to the local associations, 
notices of board meetings, letters to local asso- 
ciations and many helps that otherwise could 
not have been given. The report of the bureau 
is appended. 

The bureau is located in the extension division 
of the university and through this division the 
mothers of the state receive aid that is helpful. 
Courses in child study have been offered. In the 
extension division of the university will also be 
found the home education department. 

The executive secretary of the Indiana Parent- 
Teacher Association is also special agent for the 
Federal Children’s Bureau in Indiana, and 
through her we get many helps on child-welfare. 
The secretary has also prepared a very extensive 
bulletin on Parent-Teacher Associations, which 
includes a history of the movement, also plan 
of work, constitution, and every address given 
at the state convention held in Indianapolis 
last autumn. 

Our state plan includes health, recreation, 
school attendance, thrift, better films, community 
social life. 

Under health we have coéperated with the 
Antituberculosis Association, and have helped 
to put across the Children’s Health Crusade. 
In many instances the Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion has been instrumental in getting a public- 
health nurse in the county. We are constantly 
working for an all-time health officer, county 
school nurses, and any other health measure 
that will protect the lives of our Indiana children. 

Many locals report health clinics, especially 
dental clinics, others have put into the schools 
physician’s scales, have furnished milk to under- 
fed and anemic children, and several have been 
able to establish the hot school lunch. 

One Parent-Teacher Association has furnished 
a club room, in the basement of a school 
building fitted with a stove, cupboard, and sink 
it one end, also table and dishes in order that 
the teachers may have a pleasant place in which 
to eat their lunch. The other end of the room 
is made comfortable with chairs and table and 


here the Parent-Teacher Association hold their 
meetings, and this room is known as the Parent- 
Teacher Association club room. 

Our recreation work is under the direction of a 
grade athletic association, composed of teachers, 
principals, and officials of the Parent-Teacher 
Associations. On a certain day each township 
in the county gives a track meet, consisting of 
folk dances, drills, all sorts of athletic games. 
Two winners in each event from each township 
contest for county honors. 

The big thing about these meets of course is 
the physical training the children get, but there 
is another side to the event. The patrons come 
to school for one day at least. They get ac- 
quainted with the teachers, learn about the 
work, and when they find a small group of women 
concerned about all the children, very often 
they fall in line with the ones already at work. 
This is the case in many instances in the state. 
These track meets are the beginnings of social 
center work. 

Another feature of the recreation work is the 
music memory contest. At the beginning of the 
year the music supervisor asks each Parent- 
Teacher Association to furnish ten dollars’ 
worth of good records, she furnishing the list 
to be bought, then these records are loaned as 
library books are, and every school has a chance 
to hear the best music. At the close of the 
school term a contest is given, and the winners 
are presented with appropriate prizes. This 
affords another opportunity for social gathering, 
for this event is usually held at the township 
high school, and many parents gather here to 
watch their children perform. ' 

Still another feature of the recreation plan is 
the last day school dinner. Here the whole 
community gather. Men and women who have 
been out of school for many years, some with 
grandchildren in school, others with no children 
connected with the school, but all with a deep 
sense of pride in our school. The day is made a 
gala day, parents meet each other, and the 
teachers, the township trustee and the county 
superintendent of schools, and a general good 
feeling pervades the day. Best of all in the 
minds of the children is the big dinner. The 
housewives of the community furnish a whole- 
some dinner to the children, and the Parent- 
Teacher Association treats every one to ice 
cream. : 

In one city at the close of school a senior 
frolic was given by the parent-teacher associa- 
tions of the city, and the young folks left school 
with many happy memories of the social life of 
the term. 

Teachers’ Week in Indiana was observed by 
nearly all the parent-teacher associations; some 
gave special entertainments, some had special 
speakers, but on every occasion the teachers 
were made to feel that the patrons were with 
them in their desire to increase teachers’ salaries. 
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Our state chairman of better films has 
given excellent service. She is secretary of the 
Indiana Photo Endorsers, and thus in close 
touch with the work. She has kept us informed 
about the endor$ed films, has sent out lists of 
those endorsed by the Board of Endorsers of 
Photo Plays to the local parent-teacher associa- 
tions. These lists have gone into the small 
towns where the most vicious pictures some- 
times go. Several of the high schools in the 
state have their own moving picture outfit, 
and in some of these schools the parent-teacher 
association has put on a good picture for a 
Saturday afternoon matinee, not hoping to 
make money, but rather to stimulate interest 
in good pictures. 

We have sent letters from the state office and 
the president’s desk to every representative and 
senator in the state asking them to support the 
Smith-Towner Bill, the Shepherd-Towner Bill, 
the Fess Bill, and the bill asking for a continua- 
tion of the appropriation for the fight against 
venereal diseases. 

We are planning to hold township clinics with 
local physicians in charge, and school nurses 
assisting, and to offer a prize to the school 
district that has the best health record this year. 


IOWA 


At no time have people of Iowa been more 
interested in Parent-Teacher Associations than 
they are to-day. 


EXTENSION AND COORDINATION 

‘Our state is divided into five districts to 
correspond with those of the State Teachers’ 
Association, and a chairman of each district has 
charge of organization in that district, and acts 
as leader of the round table which is held at the 
time the state district meetings are held. 

The district chairmen have made a survey of 
their districts and report as follows: Since 
November first have located forty-three asso- 
ciations and secured thirteen new county leaders. 
The survey is not yet completed. 

Excellent programs were planned by the 
chairman in each district and a good attendance 
at each one. 

This department promises to be of great valu? 
in getting a more permanent organization in our 
state. 

NEw AsSOCIATIONS 


AND MEMBERSHIP 


New associations since Jan. I, 1920 12 
Affiliations since Jan. 1, 1920............ 

Number of Parent-Teacher Councils...... 11 
Number of counties organized acer 3 
Associate members since Jan. I, 1920 S 
Total membership last report, Apr. I, 1919 .3,001 
Total membership to date, June I, 1920. . .3,096 
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CHAIRMEN OF DEPARTMENTS 


State chairmen have been appointed for nearly 
all departments with the exception of two, 
namely: Marriage Sanctity and Endowment 
Fund. 

STATE UNIVERSITY 

We have excellent codperation with the State 
University of Iowa. Bulletins and programs 
have been published by them and mailed to our 
associations. Our vice-president being secretary 
of the extension department brings us into close 
contact with the university for the work this 
year. 


COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION. 

The state superintendent of public instruction, 
P. H. McClenahan, is chairman of our advisory 
council, and we hope to bring about a closer 
relationship between that department and our 
Congress. 


CHILD-WELFARE DAy 
Child-Welfare day was observed in many of 
our parent-teacher associations of the state 
according to suggestions sent by the national 
chairman and state chairman. 
The total amount received to date is $250.00, 
and there are a few associations yet to report. 


NATIONAL MEETING OF CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS 

Mrs. Hillis, Mrs. 
Ruste, past president, and Miss Forgrave, 
president, attended the national meeting of 
consolidated schools held at Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
March 17-19. Mrs. Hillis was on the general 
program. A table with literature was placed 
in the main hall and much publicity given to 
Congress work. Meetings were held at Cedar 
Falls and Waterloo by the county and _ local 
associations where national and state work were 
freely discussed. 

We have sought to promote interest in the 
national work by emphasizing at every gathering 
our relation to the national. Our Child-Welfare 


Day programs created an interest in the national 
work. 


national vice-president, 


Some of the things we are planning to do: 
follow up work after placing the scales in our 
schools, urge simplified dress for school children. 

May the year of 1920 bring the fullest possible 
development of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations. 


KENTUCKY 


Kentucky. is one of the youngest children of 
the national family—having been born into that 
family in April, 1918, Mrs. Frederic Schoff, our 
national president, assisting at that time. We 
came into the family circle with a membership 
ot 960. 
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The year just passed has been an encouraging 
one for us. 

Last spring we considered the idea of codrdi- 
niting for parent-teacher profit, the organizations 
which had done valuable war work. The 
women’s division of Council of National Defense 
and the Food Administration with their network 
of workers throughout the state turned their 
lists over to us to be used as we deemed wise. 
Both these organizations went out of existence 
the first of last July. The Women’s Club of 
Louisville, with access to lists of club members 
of the state, assisted, and were of inestimable 
help. We chose from the composite list the 
strongest women workers. 

\ committee of ladies was formed with at 
least one representative from each of these 
organizations, two of whom, with the state 
president and organizer, Miss Lida Gardner, 
visited every Teachers’ Institute in the 120 
counties of Kentucky. About, 30 in number 
which Miss Gardner could not make because of 
conflicting dates were visited by the committee 
of three ladies. 

\t each institute parent-teacher aims and 
needs were presented. We followed this up 
with the aid of the woman worker chosen from 
the just-mentioned list, assisted by the county 
superintendent. Thus many new parent-teacher 
associations were formed. We came before all 
the teachers at their county institutes, for 
without their coéperation constructive work 
cannot be done. 

lhe same plan will be continued this summer 
with the additional assistance of a state superin- 
tendent who is most capable, energetic and 
untiring in his enthusiastic support of the 
National Congress of Mothersand Parent-Teacher 
Associations. 

Last November we held our first state con- 
vention.” At that time the first of our state 
board meetings of the year was held. 

lhe board is loyal and untiring in its zeal in 
carrying on the work. We are fortunate in 
numbering as members the present state superin- 
tendent—the ex-state superintendent, a city 
and county superintendent as well as a pro- 
fessional man. Our second board meeting was 
held the past April during a meeting of K. E. A. 
at Louisville. 

\n organizer for the state of Kentucky has 
been secured beginning July 1. The salary and 
expenses will be met through the efforts of a 
finance committee recently formed for that 
In two years time we expect an appro- 
priation from the state for organization work. 

This official recognition will put us on the 
dignified basis our work deserves. We 
established a Parent-Teacher Bureau in 

Department of Education. 

‘ur state superintendent will continue to be 
valuable impetus to our progress, as he is 

g to speak for us whenever and wherever 


put pose. 


have 
our 


W 
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the call comes from a group of women gathered 
together for welfare work. 

Our membership drive has been our big work 
for the past year and our growth since our birth 
two years ago from 960 to 18,063, paid-up 
members should prove the success of that drive. 
This most excellent showing is due to the un- 
tiring efforts of Miss Gardner, who spent the 
major part of her time in Kentucky. We know 
that under her tender care other infant states 
may grow as rapidly in the national family as 
has ours. We give her our highest endorsement, 
this report being a testimonial of her energy, 
ability and perseverance. 


MARYLAND 


Up to the first of July, 1919, the work of the 
Maryland Branch has been the care of the sol- 
diers in the Service Club and after its close no 
work was taken up for the summer months. 

In the fall of 1919 the Congress offered to the 
Parent-Teacher Association of the Baltimore 
city schools to secure speakers for their meetings 
on any subject desired. This offer was made 
possible through the coéperation of the superin- 
tendent of the public schools and was accepted. 
The result was that we were able to reach a 
great many associations that up to that time had 
no information about the work of the national 
organization. A large number of groups were 
thereby added to our list of affiliated members, 
as will be seen by the report of the national 
treasurer and since our last report to her in April 
last more than 450 additional members have 
been added. We have found this a wonderful 
way to interest the people, as many of the clubs 
do not seem to have the ability to obtain the 
right kind of speakers and especially is this so 
in the district were there is a large foreign ele- 
ment. 

Another successful effort has been along the 
line of moving pictures. By reason of infor- 
mation obtained from Mrs. Schoff we obtained 
from the Curtis Publishing Company the loan 
of the film “‘Thomas Jefferson Morgan,” which 
is a story of a boy who was discouraged in school 
and when given other interests and things to 
think about soon found that his school work 
was not so irksome and became as a result of the 
opportunity to become a salesboy for the 
Saturday Evening Post a successful business man. 
This became very popular with the clubs and 
was shown many times to large audiences and 
did much to increase the interest in parents’ 
clubs. As a consequence of this work other 


films were obtained from the Bureau of. Com- 
mercial Economics in Washington, D. C., and 
many of the clubs now have plans under way to 
buy a movie machine for their own use. 

Classes for foreign mothers have been estab- 
lished, including many branches of work, the 
classes in English and sewing being the most 














356 


popular with the exception of the afternoons, 
once each month, devoted to social activities. 

We have been deeply interested and have 
worked for the passage of the Fess-Capper Bill 
for physical education, having tried in all our 
meetings to create an interest in state support. 
We have had a delegation appear in behalf of 
the bill at the hearings in Washington. 

Each club has been asked to appoint a thrift 
chairman and coéperate with the state chairman 
in carrying out national and local plans. 

Social hygiene has been very tactfully intro- 
duced by Dr. Parker, of Connecticut, her 
audience being composed of about two hundred 
teachers and parents. 

An especial hospitality committee is codper- 
ating with the Public Athletic League m the 
housing of the visiting boys from the counties 
who will attend the State Athletic meet, the 


Child-Welfare Magazine 


idea being to generate a feeling of good felloy-. 
ship between the boys of the county and city. 

We are greatly indebted to our national 
president for her deep interest in the welfare uf 
the Maryland Branch and especially her presence 
at the state meeting of the Congress held in 
Annapolis, Md., February 19, 1920, whi 
meeting was attended by prominent state 
educators and members of the State Legisla- 
ture. 

A large number of the members of the Congress 
attended the recent convention on education 
called by Dr. Claxton in Washington and were 
gratified to find the the National Congress had 
been given a place on the program and that our 
national president was one of the five chosen 
members on the press committee appointed for 
the purpose of obtaining better publicity for the 
advancement of education. 


Book Reviews 


Health Education in Rural Schools. J. 
Mace Andress Ph.D., Head of Dept. Psychol- 
ogy and Child Study, Boston Normal School. 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 

A valuable book showing how physical defects 
may be corrected or prevented if schools do 
their part in training children to conserve and 
improve their health. The author believes that 
a serious flaw in public education has existed 
through inattention to this important part of 
education. Because country children have been 
found to be as defective physically and in many 
cases more defective than city children, this 
book deals particularly with the work that can 
be done in rural schools. It is full of suggestions 
that are valuable, not only to teachers but to 
parents. An entire chapter is devoted to ‘“Se- 
curing the Coéperation of Parents and the 


Community.” The chapter opens with the 
following statement from Nicholas Murray 
Butler: ‘‘The home must not abdicate in edu- 
cation unless the whole basis of our civilization 
is radically to change. Those who are laboring 
with wisdom, effectiveness, and patience to 
bring home and school into closer understanding 
and more intimate codperation are real bene- 
factors.” 

The author refers those who are interested in 
this subject to the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations. He also 
gives warm approval to the literature of the 
Congress and to the CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE. 

A course of study in hygiene is suggested, 
One chapter is devoted to the Hygiene of the 
School-room. Play and Physical Education. 
Posture and Health, Hygiene and Digestion of 
Food are among:-the topics discussed. 


Contributions to Headquarters Fund 


Vermont: 

Mothers Club—Burlington, Vt 
District of Columbia: 

Mrs. Maud Clark Hough, Washington, 


Battle Creek, Mich. 
No. 1 Parent-Teacher Association 
No. 3 Parent-Teacher Association... 
No. 4 Parent-Teacher Association... 
No. 5 Parent-Teacher Association... 
No. 6 Parent-Teacher Association... 


No. 8 Parent-Teacher Association. . . 
No. 9 Parent-Teacher Association... 10.00 
No. 10 Parent-Teacher Association. . 11.00 
No. 11 Parent-Teacher Association. . 10.00 
No. 12 Parent-Teacher Association... 1.50 
Springfield Place Parent-Teacher As- 
sociation 
Pennsylvania: 
West Chester Home and School League .$ 5.00 
By Mrs. Carter, Phila., Pa 
Through Mrs. Wister—to reduce $7,000 
mortgage held by Mrs. Carter 


5.00 
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